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The Original
Havre de Grace

Superstars raced at Maryland oval

BY TERRY CONWAY

hen old-timers in the waterfront village of Havre de Grace get to remi-
niscing about the “good old days,” they start swapping tales about

the local racetrack of the same name that first opened in 1912.
Perched on the bluffs above the
Susquehanna River and on the
headwaters of the Chesapeake Bay,
the Maryland track attracted legend-
ary horses, fabulously rich owners,
and top-tier trainers and jockeys. Af-
fectionately dubbed “The Graw” by
locals, it was one of racing’s gems.

Racing history was minted here.

A postcard depicts the racing action at the old Havre de Grace; above, a historical marker

124 BloodHorse.com M JANUARY 14, 2012

VICTORIA KEITH
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FRIESAN FIRE

A.P. INDY - BOLLINGER (AUS), BY DEHERE

If a picture is worth a thousand
words, what's a ton of video worth?
Check out FRIESAN FIRE on

ELLEN PONS

—

When we first studied FRIESAN FIRE as a stallion
prospect, we clicked on YouTube.com and typed his
name. Up popped the life story of the favorite for the

2009 Kentucky Derby (Gt. I). Four pages of links. All his
races. His winning 2-year-old debut at Delaware Park.
His sweep of the Louisiana preps for the Derby. Trainer

Larry Jones galloping him in workouts. All we needed to

know about a son of A.P. Indy who won almost $700,000,
all on dirt, and out of a champion Australian family.

Standing at Merryland Farm
12901 Bottom Road, Hydes, MD 21082

COUNTRY LIFE FARM STALLIONS

Friesan Fire by A.P. Indy ¢ Malibu Moon by A.P. Indy (in Kentucky)

COUNTRY LirE & MERRYLAND FARMS

Established 1933 e MARYLAND’S OLDEST THOROUGHBRED FARM
Josh or Michael Pons ¢ P.O. Box 107, Bel Air, Maryland 21014

(410) 879-1952 o Fax (410) 879-6207 » www.countrylifefarm.com e e-mail: info@countrylifefarm.com


http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=jKFcZO8sPus
www.countrylifefarm.com
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Box seating in the clubhouse at Havre de Grace

2011 New York Second-Crop Sires
By Earnings

Named Stks
Sire Foals Rnrs Whrs Whrs Earnings
Bluegrass Cat 200 137 63 4 $3,436,834
Greeley's Galaxy 59 35 16 0 $482,135
Andromeda's Hero 51 19 7 0 $193,978
Uncle Camie 16 7 4 0 $90,048
Quigley 8 4 0 0 $21,920
2011 New York Sires 2011 New York Sires
By Stakes Winners By 2-Year-0id Winners
2y0 2y0
Sire Stks Wnrs ~— Stks Wins Sires 2)0s Rnrs nrs
Freud 8 15 Bluegrass Cat 84 49........ 18
Posse 5 10 Posse 74 39 11
Alphabet Soup 5 6 Touch Gold 40 22 s 10
Bluegrass Cat 4 7 Disco Rico 31 14 6
Congaree 3 6 Silent Name (JPN) 54 24 6
Roaring Fever. 3 4 Sunriver 54 16 5
Golden Missile 2 2 Congaree 42 16 5
Utopia (JPN) 68 34 5
It was where Sam Riddle insisted Man | patriot Act 34 7 3
0’ War won his greatest race and where Albhabet S ” " s
Big Red’s resplendent son—Triple Crown phabet Soup
winner War Admiral—earned his first | Eliish 25 5 3
victory. I?xterrmpator th.undered.home Catienus 3 18 3
in the Philadelphia Handicap, setting an .
American record. Sir Barton, Equipoise, | One Nice Cat 18 6 2
and Seabiscuit rolled to impressive vic- | friengly Isiand 2% 7 5
tories at Havre de Grace. And on a rainy )
April afternoon in 1948, the famed Cita- | Wild Desert 8 13 2
tion suffered the only blemish of his Tri- | Stonesider 34 15 2
ple Crown season there.. Freud o 1 P
Sixty years after the final race was run

at the track, Havre de Grace is back in the
headlines, thanks to local Thoroughbred
owner Rick Porter, who named a promis-
ing filly after the famed oval.

“I would drive by the town on [-95 and

thought it would be a catchy name,” said
Porter, who is currently awaiting word
whether his Havre de Grace will win
Horse of the Year honors for 2011. “I'm
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COURTESY OF VICTORIA KEITH

2011 New York Sires
By Winners

Sire Rnrs Whrs
Posse 208 112
Touch Gold 191 107
Freud 131 72
Catienus 133 66
Bluegrass Cat 137 63
Golden Missile 123 61
Alphabet Soup 141 58
Congaree 99 54
Roaring Fever. 7 40
Disco Rico 62 34
Say Florida Sandy 66 31
Gold Token 47 29
Eltish 40 21
AP Jet 29 18
Greeley's Galaxy 35 16
Regal Classic 31 14
Mayakovsky 35 13
Raffie's Majesty 34 13
One Nice Cat 36 12
Here's Zealous 34 12
Well Noted 18 11
Stanislavsky 15 11
Congressionalhonor 40 9
Jade Hunter. 30 9
Performing Magic 23 9
Andromeda's Hero 19 7
American Chance 17 7
Griffinite 16 7
Talk Is Money 12 7
Silent Name (JPN) 24 6
Phone Trick 17 6
Smokin Mel 8 6
Utopia (JPN) 34 5
Sunriver 16 5
Comeonmom 9 4
Crown Delite 8 4
Uncle Camie 4
Take Me Out 14 3
Ommadon 9 3
Peruvian 9 3
Patriot Act 7 3
Millions 6 3
Slice of Reality 5 3
David 4 3
Distinctive Pro 4 3




-
Bred to be a racehorse. Bred to be a sire. 0
Storm Cat - She’s A Winner, by A.P. Indy | Fee: $17,500

Leading Second-Crop Sires

SWs Earnings

Bernardini 8 $5,498,493

‘12 Fee: $150,000

Bluegrass Cat 4 $3,436,834

‘12 Fee: $17,500

War Front 9 $3,373,155

‘12 Fee: $60,000

*Bloodhorse.com, 12/31/11

A Leading New York Sire

Bluegrass Cat finished 2011 with enough earnings to not only
be New York’s Leading Second-Crop Sire, but also rank
#3 on the New York General Sires list
from just two crops to race.

A @ VINERY.. / WINSTAR Venture

5 Sugar Maple Lane, Poughquag, New York 12570 | (845) 724 3500 | Fax: (845) 724 5889
Inquiries to Erin Robinson 859-455-9388
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fortunate Havre de Grace turned out to be
such a talented horse. It’s a tip of the cap
to a beautiful port in France and a neat
little racetrack. I read a lot of stories about
its history, and the track was known for
what I love—short meets and really good
horses.”

The racetrack drew crowds from all
over the mid-Atlantic region. Passengers
arrived by train from Philadelphia and
New York as well as from Washington,
D.C., and Baltimore; passenger car loads of
fans would descend from the platform and
stream to the racetrack eager to wager on
the day’s racing card.

“With those train lines it was in shoot-
ing distance of all those cities,” said Joe
Kelly, 93, former Turf writer for the Bal-
timore Sun who covered the track from
1946-1950. “Fans could wander down to
the stable area at the water’s edge and
see these Thoroughbred legends grazing
under the elm trees. You could sit in the
stands and look down the C&D Canal as
the ships headed down to the Bay. It was a
beautiful spot.”

In the 1920s and early 1930s those train
passengers would also partake in a turn at
the roulette wheel and dice table or pay a
visit to a nearby raucous speak-easy dur-
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The Best of All the ‘Wests’

won on dirt, turf and all weather from a mile to 1 3/4 mile, compiling seven triple digit Beyers

won or placed in stakes for five consecutive years

won the prestigious Canadian International S-G1 & Northern Dancer Turf S-G1
at Woodbine; 2nd to Gio Ponti in the Manhattan H-G1 at Belmont, etc.

GONE WEST'S LE
$2,360,853)

(G1,

ADING EARNER

EXTRAORDINARY FAMILY

Out of COLONIAL PLAY (G2), full sister to 5
Champion 2yo filly PLEASANT STAGE (G1) arn

13 GRADE 1 / GRADE 2 PERFORMERS
UNDER THE FIRST THREE DAMS

STANDING IN NEW YORK IN 2012

Gone West - Colonial Play, by Pleasant Colony

2012 fee: $2,000 stands and nurses
— First foals arrive in 2012 —

Pine Plains, NY
dutchessviewsfarm.com
Inquiries to: Michael Lischin
Tel: 518-398-5666
Email: mail@dutchessviewsfarm.com

Or, Stacy Christensen
Tel: 203-363-7202
schristensen@craneco.com
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ing the Prohibition Era. Havre de Grace
developed a reputation as “Little Chicago.”
Restaurants, hotels, and cathouses all
prospered. Alphonse Capone and his cro-
nies would roll into town in big, bulbous
black Chryslers, register at the Chesapeake
Hotel, and hurry over to the Graw looking
to cash in with insider tips.

Harford County Executive David Craig
gathered oral histories from people who
visited the track for a college research proj-
ect. He wrote about the track in the Harf-
ord Historical Bulletin in 1994.

“A lot of people I grew up with, their fa-
thers were bookies, and the town had its
share of murders and prostitution,” Craig
related. “At the track you could sit in the
top of the grandstand before the era of the
radio and telephone and signal a house in
town and tell them what the results of the
race were and change (wagers) before any-
one in the world knew.”

Birth of the Graw

Passage of anti-wagering laws in New
York in 1908 led to sharp drops in at-
tendance and handle, and tracks in that
state eventually closed. Down in Harford
County, pari-mutuel betting on horse rac-
ing was approved as reported in the Havre
de Grace Record on June 15, 1912. Two
weeks later construction began on Havre
de Grace racetrack, which supporters said
would strengthen Maryland’s racing and
breeding industry. New York racing titan
August Belmont provided much of the fi-
nancial backing, while Edward Burke was
tabbed to run the Graw. A burly six-foot-
two-inches tall with a heavy square jaw
and bushy white mustache, Burke was
known to be the best price-maker in New
York.

The Graw opened Aug. 24, 1912. Post
time was 2:45, and an estimated 5,000
people turned out, paying $1 admission
in an era when grocers sold sirloin steak
for 16 cents a pound. The first winner on
the card was Insurance Man. The Havre
de Grace Handicap attracted 32 entries
over a distance of 1'/s miles with a purse
of $1,500. Adams Ex stormed down the
stretch to win.

The next week concerns about gambling
and drunkenness by both sexes threw the
track into a tailspin, and an injunction
threatened to put an end to racing. How-
ever, the controversy soon faded and the
racing season opened again in September
1913. The track operated continuously
from 1912 to 1950, except during World
War II (1942-1945). It hosted two meets
each year. The spring meet served as one
of the key destinations for colts bound for
the Kentucky Derby, while the fall meet
attracted some of the best handicap horses
in the country for races such as the presti-
gious Havre de Grace Handicap.

Allen Murray caught the racing bug as
a teenager. Today he and his wife, Audrey,


www.dutchessviewsfarm.com
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They RUN in New York

g -
- Dublin NY G1 winner
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B Eskendereya (109)

UNDEFEATED AT N
SARATOGA AT TWOQ ™ Smiling Tiger (114)

Experimental weighted B Jackson Bend (116)
at 117, above: . ]
B Discreetly Mine (116)

(™
SPENDTHRIFT New for 2012 at Keane Stud, Amenia, NY
thinking forward. Contact SEAN FELD - 1-888-816-8787
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2011 Pennsylvania Sires
By Winners

"M Sire Rnrs Whrs
E Dubai 209 115
Smarty Jones 154 100
Jump Start 138 90
Petionville 148 81
Silver Train 131 7
Eurosilver 133 76
| Wiseman's Ferry 112 69
£ | Offlee Wild 109 60
& | CatThief 85 50
"2 | Medalist 66 4
= | Unbridled Energy 70 42
Albert the Great 79 40
own the Murmur and Berkley Thorough-  his owner’s Glen Riddle Farm near Berlin, Gimmeawink 77 39
bred farms in Darlington, Md. Md., the Graw was a homecoming for the Real Quiet 77 3
“Used to walk hots for a $1 an hour, colt. The loamy track was the site of Man o’ Sriow Fi
added up to $25 during the meet, and that ~ War’s first extensive training before he set now Ridge 67 %
was important money back then,” Mur-  out on his 2-year-old campaign in 1919. Trust N Luck 57 31
ray, 78, recalled. “All the major stables and During his morning works “Big Red” Delaware Township 62 30
their best horses came to race. Iremember  had the whole backstretch buzzing. He Partner's Hero £q %
crowds 15 to 20 deep on therail. It seemed  struck his regal, high-headed stance. His .
if you were in the horse business you were  coat, rubbed and brushed, gleamed like | Lite the Fuse 59 24
rich. Our family had a four-bedroom house  polished copper. Grooms, exercise boys, Formal Dinner 58 24
in town, and we’d all move into one room  owners, and trainers hugged the rail when | |isible Ink 3 20
and rent out the other three. During race  he stepped onto the track. Pure Precisi % 19
season it was a big, festive atmosphere.” Prominent owners, breeders, and pro- ure Frecision
I Is of the Turf moters filed into the clubhouse on the af- | Wheaton 24 16
mmortals of the Tur ternoon of Sept. 18 for the Potomac Handi- | Siphon (BR2) 41 15
The village was first known as Ham-  cap. The racing secretary announced Man Wills Wa 5
N : s - y 5 15
mer’s Town until French General Lafay- 0’ War would race under a career-high 138 )
ette spied it during the Revolutionary War ~ pounds—the stoutestload a 3-yearold ever | FIving Chevron 16 12
and exclaimed, “C’est Le Havre de Grace.” carried in this country. The heavy, cuppy Sir Shackleton 31 1
He said the town, incorporated in 1785, track was another deterrent to the long- Love of Money. 29 1
reminded him of the French seaport Le striding colt after a lengthy season. Rimrod 17 1
Havre. The name Havre de Grace means Theracing chart states “Man 0’ War was
“Harbor of Grace.” abit fractious at the post but broke welland | Cetewayo 21 7
In September 1920 another legendary assumed command under a strong pull Fastness (IRE) 19 7
figu;e turned up in towp—Man o’ Way. (continued on page 134) Harry the Hat 16 6
The incomparable champion of the Ameri- Storm G .
can Turf was competing in the $10,000 2011 Pennsylvania Sires form Center 6
Pontiac Handicap. Just a short trip from By 2-Year-0id Winners Duckhorn 27 5
— 20 20 Activist 19 5
ZDIBI lg::::_:l;z,:::;;ms Sires 2y0s Rirs nrs Ecclesiastic 13 5
L E Dubai 88 39 Coastal Storm 11 5
Sire Stks Wnrs __Stks Wins Siver Train 8 35 Power by Far 18 4
E Dubai 9 11 Offlee Wild 55 30 s 10 Awad 12 4
Jump Start 7 13 Smarty Jones 58 19 e 10 Cozar 12 4
Petionville 6 8 Petionville 42 17 7 Aisle 9 4
Silver Train 6 7
Jump Start 54 16 7 i
Smarty Jones 5 6 M dpll' . ” 1 8 Lyracist ! 4
Eurosilver 4 6 edallis Knockadoon 11 3
Medallist 3 4 Unbridled Energy 42 15 6 Tekken (IRE) 10 3
Unbridled Energy 3 3 Ecclesiastic 34 13 5 Textbook 9 3
Love of Money 2 4 Invisible Ink 14 8 5 Quarry 7 3
Wheaton 2 4 . . )
Gimmeawink 23 17 4 6
Albert the Great 2 3 " Prefty Wid s
Offlee Wild 5 3 Pure Precision 12 7 4 Beautiful Indy 4 3
Partner's Hero 2 3 Love of Money 25 10 3 Deputy Cat 4 3
Invisible Ink 2 2 Real Quiet 36 9 3 Lord At Law 4 3
BloodHorse.com M JANUARY 14, 2012



Leading Dirt Sprint Son of STREET CRY

HERE COMES BEN
Enters stud in NY

esauel|609 wepy

HERE COMES BEN winning Saratogas Forego-Gl, defeating 5 G1

winners Big Drama-champion, Girolamo, Vineyard Haven, Warriors Reward,
and Bribon while earning a 104 Beyer, one of four 100+ Beyer Figures.

$7,500 Live Foal
&, McM I-lON
THE “FunD of Qaratog
Y THOMRGHIGED IREEDING § CEVELOMIENT | ITIREDS COM Inquiries to Joe or John McMahon "'lllnniﬂ Is
180 Fitch Road / Saratoga Springs, NY 12866

(518) 587-3426 / officc@mcmahonthoroughbreds.com / www.mcmahonthoroughbreds.com


www.mcmahonthoroughbreds.com
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The Maryland National Guard operates out of what is left of the Havre de Grace grandstand

2011 Maryland Sires 2011 Maryland Sires
By Stakes Winners By 2-Year-0Id Winners

2y0 2y0
Sire Stks Wnrs ~ Stks Wins Sires 2)0s Rnrs Mrs
Lion Hearted ......... 7 7 Dance With Ravens ................... [SYJ— 24 ... 10
Not For Love........... 6 12 Scipion ... 28 16 9
Great Notion.......... 3 5 Outflanker. 45 14 7
Gators N Bears ... 2 2 Gators N Bears 26 11 5
Fock Side ... 2 2 Lion Hearted 3335
Two Punch.............. 2 2 )
Dance With Ravens 1 3 Great Nofion 1 8 4
Deputy Storm....... 1 2 Deputy Storm 9 8 8
Eastern ECho ....... 1 1 Not For Love. 38 1 3
Louis Quatorze..... 1 1 Two Punch. 36 14 2
Mojave Moon......... 1 1 Go for Gin... 18 11 2
Polish Numbers..... 1 1 Rock Slide .. 32 8 2

VICTORIA KEITH

- 2011 Maryland Sires
—_ By Winners

Sire Rnrs Whrs
Not For Love 168..... 97
Lion Hearted 155..... 85
Dance With Ravens 121.... 69
Louis Quatorze 126..... 67
Rock Slide 84.... 41
Oratory 70...... 40
Two Punch 79...... 36
Great Notion 49...... 35
Outflanker 65...... 31
Gators N Bears 54..... 24
Go for Gin 57..... 23
No Armistice 35..... 15
Deputy Storm 22.... 15
Seeking Daylight 32..... 14
Mojave Moon 32...... 12
Scipion 16..... 9
St Averil 27..... 8
Cherokee's Boy 17..... 8
Crowd Pleaser. 13..... 5
Purple Passion 12..... 5
Waquoit 15..... 4
Afleet Prince 7. 4
Allen's Prospect B..... 4
Polish Numbers 6..... 4
Fleet Foot 7. 3
Citidancer 5.... 3
Regal American 5. 3

Never before has it been so exciting.

Nowhere else will you find it more rewarding.

NY-SIRED NY-BREDS
Win: 30%

Win: 15%

L]
PN

MARE AND FOAL AT STEPWISE FARM, PHOTO BY BARBARA D. LIVINGSTON ©

132 BloodHorse.com M JANUARY 14, 2012

Place: 15% Show: 15%

- NON NY-SIRED NY-BREDS

Place: 7.5% Show: 7.5%

4 Learn how you can make your mare's
2012 foal a NY-bred by foaling in New York,
breeding to a registered New York stallion

WY
* and meeting residency requirements.

NEW YORK THOROUGHBRED BREEDING & DEVELOPMENT FUND Questions? Call THE FUND at 518.580.0100
NYBREDS.COM or visit NYBREDS.COM


www.nybreds.com

table Dispersal
PHASE 3

Saturday, January 21, 2012 — 12pm
HIGHCLIFF FARM

Featuring Mares In-foal to and yearlings by

HIGHCLIFF FARM STALLIONS

Flying Zee S

Standing in 2012
CONGAREE COSMONAUT
Arazi — Mari'’s Sheba Lemon Drop Kid — Cosmic Fire
87,500 live foal 85,000 live foal
Top 5 NY Sire & only Multiple Graded Stakes Winning Millionaire
Sire with G1 2YO in 2011 First foal are yearlings of 2012
KEY CONTENDER MAYBRY’S BOY
Fit To Fight — Key Witness Broad Brush - Aly s Conquest
Private 82,500 live foal
NY’s leading active sire by percentage 2011 Freshman Sire of Saratoga
of 2010 stakes winners from starters debut winner SPORTSWRITER
STONESIDER

Giant s Causeway — Added Gold
83,000 live foal

First 2YOs included winners at Belmont & Saratoga -
53% winners / on the board from starters

5 Autioneer, Seth Gregory
1 B i I ELA [ " | [I l] | (518) 893-1572 - flyingzeesale@gmail.com
OiRGHlEED ReeT I SOFMEN] | HTBREDSCOM

HIGHCLIFFE
Inquiries to Suzie O’Cain (518) 573-2304 or

C. Lynwood O’Cain DVM, Farm Manager & Resident Veterinarian
Tel (518) 875-6168 * Fax (518) 875-6298 * 944 Eatons Corners Rd. * Delanson, New York 12053
Email: highcliff@att.net * www.highcliff.com


www.highcliff.com
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ey

Triple Crown winner

e

(continued from page 130)

round the first turn, then (jockey) Kum-
mer rated him along easily and he drew
away without effort when Wildair (carry-
ing 30 pounds less) challenged about the
middle of the stretch and was easing up at
the finish.”

Man o’ War won by 1'/ lengths. His
final time was 1:44%/, beating the previous
record time of 1:45 flat. He earned $6,800
for the effort, his 19th win from 20 starts.

Other famous horses of their respective
eras graced the Havre de Grace oval.

A Depression-era horse, Equipoise was
known as the “Chocolate Soldier.” Cour-
age, class, and good looks—Equipoise had
it all. Under sunny skies and on a fast track,
Equipoise competed on opening day at the
Graw on April 16, 1930. The Lima Sunday
News reported: “Equipoise, brilliant C.V.
Whitney 4-year-old, today showed 20,000
fans here that his return to form at Bowie
was not merely temporary as he ran off
with the $10,000-added Harford Handicap
in easy fashion.”

Equipoise returned to the Graw in the
final start of his racing career in the Havre
de Grace Handicap where he finished sec-
ond, conceding 28 pounds to Osculator.
Plagued by chronic sore feet, 5-year old
Equipoise retired from the Turf and was
honored with his second Horse of the Year
title in 1933. He became the second-most-
popular runner in America, trailing only
Man 0’ War.

War Admiral learned to be a racehorse
at Riddle’s training center near Berlin.
Standing just 15.3 hands, War Admiral
was a full hand smaller than his superstar
sire. When George Conway thought the
colt was ready to race, the trainer shipped
him over to Havre de Grace for his debut
April 25, 1936.

“The Admiral” showed quickness and
a determined spirit in his victory on Phila-
delphia Handicap Day. Walter Haight, the
horse racing writer for the Washington
Post, reported: “A first-time starter, War
Admiral, battled Sonny Joe, another first-
time starter, to a nose decision in the open-
ing dash for juveniles. The winner, a son of

134

" L AEL )
War Admiral won two races at Havre de Grace

o
AR L S

Man o’ War, ran Romney Royal into defeat
and then had enough left to outlast Sonny
Joe, a Vanderbilt youngster. Ground Oak
was third in the field of ten. War Admiral,
ridden by jockey Moose Peters, paid $17.”

Carrying Riddle’s colors in the spring
of 1937, 3-year-old War Admiral scored an
easy victory in a six-furlong allowance at
the track and then wired the field in the
Chesapeake Stakes at the Graw, winning
by an easy six lengths, prepping for his
historic Triple Crown sweep.

Seabiscuit showed up in 1938. Owner
Charles Howard parlayed Seabiscuit’s
overwhelming victory in the Havre de
Grace Handicap into the spectacular
match race versus War Admiral at Pimlico
on Nov. 1, 1938.

Citation won his racing debut at the
Graw in April 1947. He was the last super-

By 2-Year-0id Winners
Sires I%?s ﬁ?s
Windsor Castle 42 12 5
Fiber Sonde .13
Peak Dancer .21

L0101 10) (=1 4
Meadow Monster .18

2011 West Virginia Sires
By Stakes Winners

Sire Stks Wnrs
Bop 2
Windsor Castle
During
Black Tie Affair (IRE)
Crowning Season (GB) 1
Luftikus 1
Makin 1
1
1

2y0s

S w N o
DD w s

Stks Wins

w

Peak Dancer
Prized
Prospect Bay
R.S.V.P.Please
Reparations
Way West (FR)

—_ 4 a4 O W

2011 West Virginia Sires
By Winners

Sire Rnrs Whrs
Black Tie Affair (IRE) 9%.. 47
Luftikus 7. 34
Windsor Castle 57.. 33
During 63.. 30
Bop 49.. 28
Prized 46 26
Meadow Monster 37 18
Yarrow Brae 34 17
Kokand 24 10
Way West (FR) 19.. 10
Civilisation 40.. 9
Reparations 25.. 9
Prints of Peace 22.. 9
Housebuster 16.. 8
Family Calling 26.. 7
Race On Green 21 7
Ghostly Minister 18 7
Peak Dancer 16 7
Cowboy Carson 16.. 6
Devon Deputy 14.. 6
Castine 13.. 6
Inner Harbour 13.. 6
Garnered 11.. 6
Limit Out 8.. 6
Creative Act 13.. 5
Run Softly 13.. 5
Weshaam 12.. 5
My Boy Adam 10 5
Prospect Bay 21. 4
Mesopotamia 17 4
Makin 14 4
Valiant Nature 11 4
Classy E.T. 9 4
Deputy Rummy 9 4
Stored 8 4
Fiber Sonde 6. 4
Our Valley View 6. 4
Medford 12. 3
Green Fee 10. 3
Ball's Bluff 9 3
Deputy Rokeby 7 3
Endeavouring 7. 3
Dancinwiththedevil 6 3
One More Power 6 3

BloodHorse.com M JANUARY 14, 2012



GIROLAMO

Winner of the G1 Vosburgh
A.P. Indy’s fastest son

Full-brother to the dams of
BLUEGRASS CAT
and SUPER SAVER

N
‘l_ 1)

n
)
\-6:

A
~ ]
THE - FUND
NY THOROUGHBRED

BREEDING & DEVELOPMENT |/ NYBREDS.COM

New York’s leading sire
of stakes winners
4 years in a Tow.

Sire of Grade One winners
FRANNY FREUD
GIANT RYAN

STALLIONS

Durable and precocious
G3-winning son
of Unbridled’s Song.

At 2, broke maiden
by 10 lengths at Belmont.

In the money 12 of 19 starts
from 2 to 5.

Book your mare today!

(800) 925-2913
SequelNewYork.com


www.sequelnewyork.com
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An aerial view of the Graw alongside the headwaters of Chesapeake Bay

star to compete at the track as he swept
the Triple Crown a year later and won 19
of 20 races. But he suffered his only defeat
of his Triple Crown season at the Graw.

Trainer Jimmy Jones wanted a tune-up
for the Chesapeake Stakes (116 miles) on
April 17, a major prep race for the Ken-
tucky Derby. Jones entered Citation in the
Chesapeake Trial, a six-furlong race five
days prior. With Eddie Arcaro in the irons,
Citation went off at 1-2.

“Citation got carried really wide by a
tiring horse ridden by Carson Kirk and
finished second by a length to Saggy,” re-
called Kelly. “He ran a hell of a race, and
I remember Eddie Arcaro wanted to clob-
ber Kirk. Citation beat Saggy decisively
next time out and went on to sweep the
Triple Crown. Best racehorse I ever saw.

“Calumet would come up from Florida,
and it was an impressive sight to see Cita-

Entrance to Havre de Grace

tion in the morning,” Kelly remembered.
“Trainer Jimmy Jones would be on a pony
bringing six or seven horses out to the
track. Ben Jones would be around too. It
was a show unto itself.”

When Edward Burke died in 1943, a
new board of directors had been approved
and General Milton A. Reckford, com-
mandant of the Maryland National Guard,
became the new chairman and took con-
trol of the Graw. Reckford had sold off the
Guard’s previous site at Fort Ritchie to the
federal government and needed a new fa-
cility. The National Guard bought the rac-
ing plant for $1.4 million. In 1949 Pimlico,
Laurel, and Bowie began eyeing Havre de
Grace’s dates.

“I always felt it was the most popular
and had the best location, but with Havre
de Grace out of the picture, the other three
could split its 25 dates,” Kelly said. “Gar-
den State was opening in New Jersey,
and it drew heavily from Philadel-
phia whereas Havre de Grace was
a 90-minute train ride. I think the
Maryland politicians used that as a
good talking point.”

“Everyone thought it would be
Laurel that closed, but it was Havre
de Grace,” added historian David
Craig. “It was typically second be-
hind Pimlico in profits for its owners
and the state. Didn’t matter. The deal
was done within a matter of a couple
of weeks.”

“Racing is all about politics, and
especially in those days,” Kelly
noted. “That’s the way the cards
fell.” The fabled track’s last day
of racing was April 26, 1950. The
track’s stockholders sold out to
the Union Trust Co. representing
Pimlico and Laurel for $1.8 mil-
lion on Jan. 1, 1951. Today the old
clubhouse is still intact and serves
as the administrative office of the
National Guard.

VICTORIA KEITH
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2011 New Jersey Sires
By Winners

Sire Rnrs Whnrs
Defrere 88 42
Alex's Pal 31 19
Don Six 24 16
Crafty Friend 4 11

Mr. Sinatra 21 10
Close Up 20 10
Unbridled Jet 27 9
Mo Mon 26 8
Private Interview 20 8
Mr. Nugget 16 7
Hit the Trail 11 6
Iron Deputy 12 5
Deputy Warlock 10 5
Funny Frolic 8 4
Capture the Gold 7 4
Believe in Saints 10 3
Gerosa 8 3
Evening Kris 5 3
Tree 9 2
Harrington Sound 5 2
Fort Wayne 4 2

By 2-Year-0ld Winners
Sires 2y0s 5/)7/[05 Zn?s
Defrere 28 7 3
Alex's Pal 5 2 2
Hit the Trail 3 2 2
Don Six 12 2 1
Capture the Gold 2 1 1
Mr. Sinatra 7 3 1
The Third Dan 1 1 1
By Winners

Sire Rnrs Whrs
Captain Red 9 6

Hansel 16 5

Magic Prospect 8 5

Red Tail Hawk 5 4

Hay Halo 11 3




McMahon of Saratoga Thoroughbreds, LL.C

Annual Stallion Show

January 21 522

Standing:

ALPHABET SOUP 36,000

Champion Sire of 63 Stakes Horses,
12 Graded winners

CATIENUS | s5,000

Multiple G1 sire and broodmare
sire of 2011 Breeders’ Cup winner

HERE COMES BEN 57,500

New for 2012, G1 son of Street Cry,
defeated 5 G1 winners in Forego S.-G1

JUSTENUFFHUMOR 5,000

New to McMahon for 2012, by 2011’s
#1 Sire-DISTORTED HUMOR

SILENT NAME ss,000

#1 NY freshman with six 2YO winners,
two stakes horses

TOUCH GOLD | s10,000

NY'’s second leading sire of 2011 winners
with 107, plus a $400,000 sales yearling

UTOPIA 52,500

#1 Active Freshman Sire in NY by
2011 earnings is off to a fast start in 2012
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