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Lane Hutchins is their champion. With 
unfailing energy and dedication, Hutchins 
fights the good fight every day for small 
breeders like herself. As the vice president 
of the Texas Thoroughbred Horsemen’s 
Benevolent and Protective Association, 
she provides a megaphone for those often-
unheard voices. She campaigns for poli-

ticians sympathetic to racing issues. She 
introduces horse lovers from other disci-
plines to the excitement of racing firsthand 
at Retama Park near San Antonio. And per-
haps most importantly, she offers hope by 
proving that you can raise a good—even a 
great—horse in your own backyard.

W
hen it comes to cowboy hats, chicken fried steak, and high 

school football, the old saying that everything’s bigger in 

Texas is definitely true. Among the few exceptions to that 

rule are Thoroughbred breeding farms. Unlike Kentucky and Florida, 

Texas is home to only a handful of large nurseries. Instead, the state’s 

massive landscape is dotted with small breeders who create the back-

bone of Texas racing. 

SOUTHWEST

ARIZONA

ARKANSAS

COLORADO

KANSAS

LOUISIANA

MISSOURI

NEW MEXICO

OKLAHOMA

TEXAS

Lover’s Lane
P H O T O S  A N D  S T O R Y  B Y  S H E L B Y  D O W N S

Lane Hutchins proves being small works in Texas

Lane Hutchins with a pair of foals at her farm in the Texas Hill Country

(continued on page 326)



CONGRATULATIONS TO
2008 Eclipse Award Finalist 

STEVE ASMUSSEN!
■ Trainer of 2008 Eclipse Award Finalist and  

Record Money Winner CURLIN, reigning  

Horse of the Year with earnings of $10,501,800

■ Trainer of a Record-Breaking 622 Wins, breaking the Record of 555 

Wins he Set in 2004!

■ 2008’s Leading Trainer with Earnings of $24,235,247* 

■ Sixth All-Time Trainer by wins with 4,553.

■ Sixth All-Time Leading Trainer by earnings with $132.63 million

 *Figures do NOT include Curlin’s $3.7 million earned for winning the G1 Dubai Cup.

Our proven record of  
success speaks for itself. 

Graduates from our El Primero  
Training Center include:

 9 Millionaires 
 3 Champions 
 145 Stakes Winners 
 42 Graded

Horses are and have  
been our only business –  

and business is good!

In 2008 alone, the Asmussen  
program has accounted for  

31 two-year-old winners, four 
stakes winners and three  

graded stakes-placed horses. 

HORSE CENTER

Asmussen Horse Center • Keith Asmussen • P.O. Box 1861 • Laredo, TX 78044

Phone: 956-723-5436 • Fax: 956-723-5845 • www.asmussens.com • kaasmussen@aol.com

Give your young horse the competitive advantage it deserves. 

Contact Asmussen Horse Center to see what the Southwest’s 

most complete training facility can do for you! 

Faithfully serving Texas – and the world!
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2008 Leading Sires in Louisiana
State sire lists updated daily online. 

Go to http://breeding.bloodhorse.

com/sirelists.asp

For stallions that stand, will stand, or stood (deceased) in Louisiana (exported stallions are excluded), and have runners in North America. Listed below are all available statistics for the Northern Hemisphere through December 
31, 2008. As supplied to The Blood-Horse by The Jockey Club Information Systems Inc., earnings exclude monies from Japan and Hong Kong. *Foal counts include Southern Hemisphere. Cumulative stakes winners includes all 
countries.  (A ¶ indicates a sire represented by his first crop to race).

R
a

n
k

Stallion (Foaling Year, Sire), Farm Standing
2009

Stud Fee
Rnrs/
Wnrs

Stakes
Wnrs/
Wns

Rstrct 
SW/

BT SW (Chief Earner, Earnings)
2008

Earnings

Cumulative

Foals
Stks
Wnrs

*A-E
Index

*Comp
Index

1 Leestown (94, Seattle Slew), Red River Farms Died, 2008 183/62 7/10 7/7 (Lee’s Spirit, $215,000) $2,676,787 371 15 0.97 0.97
2 Brahms (97, Danzig), Elite Thoroughbreds $3,500 157/78 3/4 1/3 (Arson Squad, $225,400) $2,424,151 *420 7 1.08 1.05
3 Good and touGh (95, Carson City), Elite Thoroughbreds $3,000 114/71 3/3 1/3 (Good Card, $93,993) $2,324,511 *263 11 1.36 1.27
4 Ide (93, Forty Niner), Clear Creek Stud $3,000 102/49 5/8 1/5 (Ide Like a Double, $295,300) $2,201,158 351 14 1.30 1.19
5 afternoon deeLItes (92, Private Terms), Clear Creek Stud $3,000 115/62 3/5 1/3 (Zappa, $302,612) $2,069,606 *483 22 1.28 1.53
6 runnInG staG (94, Cozzene), Judice Farms $5,000 131/63 1/1 0/1 (Stunning Stag, $172,998) $2,036,266 316 6 1.12 1.53
7 snuck In (97, Montbrook), Matthews Thoroughbred Farm $2,500 114/66 2/2 0/2 (Star Snuck, $173,620) $1,898,627 228 3 0.96 1.00
8 rIchter scaLe (94, Habitony), Chad White Farm $2,500 136/67 2/3 0/2 (Leonides, $155,385) $1,631,033 273 7 0.87 1.46
9 GoLd trIBute (94, Mr. Prospector), Red River Farms $2,000 99/46 1/1 1/1 (Tortuga Straits, $116,050) $1,470,958 *318 4 1.06 1.20

10 sefapIano (89, Fappiano), Landlock Equine Center $2,500 68/35 3/6 1/3 (Jonesboro, $296,660) $1,442,406 260 20 1.37 0.98
11 roByn dancer (87, Crafty Prospector), Shady Lane Farm N/A 118/62 0/0 0/0 (Savacool, $87,330) $1,399,386 615 21 1.16 1.38
12 storm day (97, Storm Cat), Clear Creek Stud $1,500 111/48 0/0 0/0 (K Otee, $59,710) $1,357,537 182 2 0.72 1.09
13 tIme BandIt (96, Time for a Change), Heritage Stud $2,500 72/39 1/1 1/1 (Bandido, $88,380) $1,316,658 149 3 1.04 1.02
14 mILLennIum wInd (98, Cryptoclearance), 519 Thoroughbreds $5,000 99/40 1/1 0/1 (Fast Million, $102,031) $1,100,180 *178 2 0.60 1.44
15 porto forIcos (95, Mr. Prospector), Clear Creek Stud $2,000 30/15 2/2 2/2 (Anne’s Purse, $158,448) $884,365 98 5 1.73 1.34

*A-E and COMPARABLE INDEX: The lifetime Average-Earnings Index indicates how much purse money the progeny of one sire has earned, on the average, in relation to the 
average earnings of all runners in the same years; average earnings of all runners in any year is represented by an index of 1.00. The Comparable Index indicates the average 
earnings of progeny produced from mares bred to one sire, when these same mares were bred to other sires. Only 32% of all sires have a lifetime AEI higher than their mares 
Comparable Index.

2008 Leading Sires in Texas
State sire lists updated daily online. 

Go to http://breeding.bloodhorse.

com/sirelists.asp

For stallions that stand, will stand, or stood (deceased) in Texas (exported stallions are excluded), and have runners in North America. Listed below are all available statistics for the Northern Hemisphere through December 31, 2008. 
As supplied to The Blood-Horse by The Jockey Club Information Systems Inc., earnings exclude monies from Japan and Hong Kong. *Foal counts include Southern Hemisphere. Cumulative stakes winners includes all countries.  (A 
¶ indicates a sire represented by his first crop to race).

R
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k

Stallion (Foaling Year, Sire), Farm Standing
2009

Stud Fee
Rnrs/
Wnrs

Stakes
Wnrs/
Wns

Rstrct 
SW/

BT SW (Chief Earner, Earnings)
2008

Earnings

Cumulative

Foals
Stks
Wnrs

*A-E
Index

*Comp
Index

1 VaLId expectatIons (93, Valid Appeal), Lane’s End Texas $10,000 130/80 5/6 3/5 (Bridesmaid, $146,642) $2,194,217 441 32 1.39 1.32
2 maGIc cat (95, Storm Cat), Valor Farm $2,500 71/36 1/4 0/1 (Stealth Cat, $213,836) $873,866 166 10 0.78 1.02
3 open forum (94, Deputy Minister), Delta Equine Center $2,500 66/34 1/1 0/1 (C E P A’s Forum, $87,686) $759,925 *405 11 0.99 1.34
4 doVe hunt (91, Danzig), Lane’s End Texas $2,000 68/29 1/1 1/1 (Little Dovefeather, $105,089) $757,902 290 10 0.95 1.11
5 earLy fLyer (98, Gilded Time), Valor Farm $3,500 34/19 2/3 2/2 (Formal Flyer, $136,755) $748,701 61 3 1.35 0.93
6 seneca Jones (90, Alydar), Asmussen Horse Center $1,500 36/23 3/4 3/3 (Tiffany Royal, $147,328) $709,815 188 10 1.00 0.91
7 dIxIeLand heat (90, Dixieland Band), Key Ranch $2,000 44/28 0/0 0/0 (Sterling Heat, $73,977) $689,724 *236 9 1.19 1.05
8 LIL’s Lad (95, Pine Bluff), Key Ranch $2,000 46/25 1/1 0/1 (Basil St John, $93,604) $675,664 *181 7 0.91 1.25
9 thats our Buck (90, Buckaroo), Jamar LDK Farms $1,500 32/14 1/3 0/1 (One Lucky Buck, $244,870) $605,955 177 4 0.79 0.70

10 truLuck (95, Conquistador Cielo), Lane’s End Texas $2,000 51/21 1/1 0/1 (General Charley, $86,308) $477,679 120 2 0.79 0.74
11 LexIcon (95, Conquistador Cielo), R&R Farms $1,500 54/26 0/0 0/0 (Mr. Moonshine, $34,773) $470,879 110 1 0.48 1.02
12 storm Broker (94, Storm Cat), Quinta Melinda Racing Stable N/A 26/14 1/1 0/1 (Perilous Storm, $57,898) $434,061 162 4 0.93 1.27
13 captaIn countdown (96, Relaunch), Double S Thoroughbred Farm $1,500 31/14 1/1 0/1 (Captain Above, $42,567) $423,686 60 1 0.71 0.73
14 uncLe aBBIe (97, Kingmambo), Key Ranch $3,000 32/12 2/2 2/2 (Classie Baloo, $109,277) $421,253 82 3 0.83 0.65
15 Byars (93, Deputy Minister), Crooks Cherokee Farms $2,000 26/12 1/1 0/1 (Lady Byar, $98,055) $377,577 78 1 0.82 1.04

*A-E and COMPARABLE INDEX: The lifetime Average-Earnings Index indicates how much purse money the progeny of one sire has earned, on the average, in relation to the 
average earnings of all runners in the same years; average earnings of all runners in any year is represented by an index of 1.00. The Comparable Index indicates the average 
earnings of progeny produced from mares bred to one sire, when these same mares were bred to other sires. Only 32% of all sires have a lifetime AEI higher than their mares 
Comparable Index.

2008 Leading Sires in New Mexico
State sire lists updated daily online. 

Go to http://breeding.bloodhorse.

com/sirelists.asp

For stallions that stand, will stand, or stood (deceased) in New Mexico (exported stallions are excluded), and have runners in North America. Listed below are all available statistics for the Northern Hemisphere through December 
31, 2008. As supplied to The Blood-Horse by The Jockey Club Information Systems Inc., earnings exclude monies from Japan and Hong Kong. *Foal counts include Southern Hemisphere. Cumulative stakes winners includes all 
countries.  (A ¶ indicates a sire represented by his first crop to race).
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Stallion (Foaling Year, Sire), Farm Standing
2009

Stud Fee
Rnrs/
Wnrs

Stakes
Wnrs/
Wns

Rstrct 
SW/

BT SW (Chief Earner, Earnings)
2008

Earnings

Cumulative

Foals
Stks
Wnrs

*A-E
Index

*Comp
Index

1 GoLd case (94, Forty Niner), Mesa Vista Stud $5,000 136/66 6/8 2/6 (Red Hot N Gold, $184,625) $1,990,635 *449 20 1.21 1.21
2 suaVe prospect (92, Fortunate Prospect), A & A Horse Ranch $3,500 131/75 0/0 0/0 (Fearless Leader, $84,985) $1,948,207 339 14 1.24 1.10
3 chImes Band (91, Dixieland Band) Died, 2005 82/46 3/3 2/3 (Let the Musicbegin, $95,666) $1,367,116 311 21 1.19 1.34
4 GhostLy moVes (92, Silver Ghost), Callaway Farm $4,000 67/26 5/9 5/5 (Askmetodance, $273,150) $1,286,028 136 14 1.26 1.07
5 faVorIte trIck (95, Phone Trick) Died, 2006 83/37 3/3 1/3 (Becky Sharp, $103,716) $1,105,898 *446 19 1.07 1.72
6 dome (98, Storm Cat) N/A 56/26 2/3 2/2 (Etoile de Dome, $172,116) $901,285 115 4 0.93 0.77
7 desert God (91, Fappiano), A & A Horse Ranch $6,000 24/14 2/6 2/2 (Peppers Pride, $309,420) $823,827 144 11 1.20 0.69
8 prospector Jones (92, Mr. Prospector) Died, 2007 47/16 1/5 1/1 (Cattleman Prospect, $331,562) $728,948 185 17 0.98 0.80
9 In excessIVe BuLL (94, In Excess) Died, 2006 73/29 1/1 1/1 (Inexcessive Choke, $91,901) $689,150 215 7 0.72 0.77

10 deVon Lane (93, Storm Cat), TNL Farm $4,000 60/24 0/0 0/0 (Small But Mighty, $74,320) $547,439 256 11 0.92 0.75
*A-E and COMPARABLE INDEX: The lifetime Average-Earnings Index indicates how much purse money the progeny of one sire has earned, on the average, in relation to the 
average earnings of all runners in the same years; average earnings of all runners in any year is represented by an index of 1.00. The Comparable Index indicates the average 
earnings of progeny produced from mares bred to one sire, when these same mares were bred to other sires. Only 32% of all sires have a lifetime AEI higher than their mares 
Comparable Index.



AFTERNOON DEELITES
7 GRADED STAKES WINNERS! 22 STAKES WINNERS!

COMPARES WITH THE BEST IN AMERICA AT ANY FEE!

Sire of ‘08 G2SW ZAPPA, winner of the G2 San Pasqual H. at Santa
Anita in Cushion Track Record time (1 1/16 mi.-1:39.58), defeating
mult. G2SW Molengo (BRZ). Set NTR at Del Mar in July.
Fee: $3,000 9-1/$3,500 LFSN

B. J.’S MARK
IMPRESSIVE NUMBERS

Average Earnings Per Starter $63,646
AEI 1.47 • 78% Wnrs/Starters • 17% Stakes Horses
3-time Track Record Setter: 6f. at LAD in 1:08 2/5 • 6 f. at LSP in
1:08 2/5 • 5 1/2 f. at LSP in 1:03 flat
Fee: $1,000 9-1/$1,500 LFSN

DOCTOR MIKE
7-TIME STAKES WINNER OF OVER

HALF-A-MILLION DOLLARS!

A stakes winner every year from ages two to six. Retired sound.
First foals are 3YOs of ‘09, including ‘08 juvenile winner Doc of the Bay,
who broke her maiden by 4 3/4 lengths first out, going 5 1/2 f in :59-2.
Fee: $1,000 9-1/$1,500 LFSN

FORD EVERY STREAM
G3 PLACED WINNER OF $263,007 WITH A REGAL PEDIGREE

Placed in the $150,000 Marine S.-G3. Defeated G1SW LADY SHARI,
9xSW BARBEAU RUCKUS, G1SW CHANGEINTHEWEATHER

in his race career. By SEEKING THE GOLD out of a SEATTLE

SLEW mare. Bred on the same cross as G1 sires CAPE TOWN &
MUTAKDDIM. His dam is a 1/2 sister to 4 champions, incl. granddam
of ‘07 Leading North American Sire SMART STRIKE.

First foals are 2YOs of 2009. Fee: $2,500 9-1/$3,000 LFSN

IDE
46 WINNERS OF OVER $100,000 EACH

Sire of Five 2008 SWs: JUNIOR COLLEGE, (Hot Springs S., NTR
at Ellis Park, 6.5 f/1:14-2) IDE LIKE A DOUBLE, (Evangeline Downs
Mile H. NTR 1 mi/1:36.28, B.B. Sixty Rayburn Mem. S., etc.) DOBLE

QUEBRADO, TENSAS GRAY GIRL, CAPTAIN BUDDY.
Fee: $2,500 9-1/$3,000 LFSN

LION TAMER
BRILLIANT MILLIONAIRE G1 WINNING SPRINTER/MILER

Won the G1 Cigar Mile in 1:33 2/5 & 4 other stakes, 3 graded. Placed
in 4 graded stakes. Brilliant sprinter/miler posted fractions of :44 3/5, :56
4/5, 1:08 1/5, 1:21 2/5 against the best in training, including Horse of
the Year GHOSTZAPPER. First foals are yearlings of 2009.
Fee: $2,500 9-1/multiple mare discounts

OLE REBEL
MULTIPLE SW SPRINT SPECIALIST

By speed influence CARSON CITY out of a G3spl VALID APPEAL

mare, bred on a similar cross as G1SW CITY ZIP (Leading 2yo Sire by
Number of ‘08 SWs). Retired sound after 29 starts, 9 wins (4 stakes), 10
placings (4 stakes), $330,200. First full crop are yearlings of 2009.
Fee: $1,500 9-1/$2,000 LFSN

PLACID FUND
STAKES WINNER OF $209,883

Average Earnings Per Starter $40,634, over 50 times his fee! Lifetime
Earnings over $2.5 Million. Sire of FASS FEAT ($267,440, ‘07 Louisiana
Champions Day Sprint, ‘08 Bayou State S., PLACID STAR ($265,600),
J.D’S BLUE BAYOU ($185,720), Toi Fund ($133,266), etc.
Fee: $750 9-1/$1,000 LFSN

PORTO FORICOS
TREMENDOUS 1.73 AEI

AVERAGE EARNINGS PER STARTER $59,360

Sire of Canadian 2yo champion MY VINTAGE PORT.
By MR. PROSPECTOR, the Ultimate Sire of Sires. From the Female
Family of Leading Sires A.P. INDY & RAJA BABA

Fee: $1,500 9-1/$2,000 LFSN

STORM DAY
#22 3RD CROP SIRE WITH ‘08 EARNINGS OF $1,357,537.

Consistently ranked near 20th for much of the year.

20% 2YO Winners from Starters

G3spl son of Sire of Sires STORM CAT & 1/2 brother to G1SW
BRIAN’S TIME, a World’s Leading Sire, STORM DAY is from the
family of leading sire DYNAFORMER.
Fee: $1,500 9-1/$2,000 LFSN

11591 Hwy 1078, Folsom, LA 70437 • 985-796-5563 • Fax 985-796-3630

www.clearcreekstudllc.com • e-mail: info@clearcreekstudllc.com

A
t Clear Creek Stud

we have worked hard

to establish a stallion

roster and breeding

program that is second to

none in this area of the

country. We consider

ourselves extremely

fortunate to have put

together a first class group

of stallions with pedigrees

and conformation that

would make them

desirable, not just in this

region, but anywhere. All

have proven their ability

on the track, while facing

top competition.
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Nearly a decade ago a chestnut foal that 
would grow up to be named Sandburr 
was born just behind Hutchins’ home 
near Fredericksburg, where, deep in the 
heart of the Texas Hill Country, she and 
her husband, Tom, own 50 acres and a 
baker’s dozen of Thoroughbreds. On the 
night Sandburr was foaled, Hutchins had 
checked on his mother, the stakes-placed 
Silent Screen mare Lone Star Stella, several 
times and knew the baby was coming. She 
went inside to watch television, and when 
she came back out, the mare had done the 
work for her.

“There he was, a big pile of red and 
white,” Hutchins recalled. “I sat down in 
my purple nightgown and put him on my 
lap and the rest is history.”

And that’s not an overstatement. Now 
a 10-year-old, Sandburr has earned his 
place in history among the top 25 highest-
earning Texas-breds of all-time. And he 
did most of it the hard way, in allowance 
and claiming contests on the Texas circuit. 
In his 38 starts for Hutchins, he won seven 
times. But on April 7, 2006, at Sam Houston 
Race Park, Hutchins ran the Sandpit geld-
ing for a $20,000 tag, and he was claimed 
by trainer Michael Stidham for Feel The 
Thunder Stable, owned by Illinois-based 
racing newcomer Marty Nixon.

After that race, Sandburr stepped up his 

game, winning the first stakes of his career 
at age 7, fittingly enough on Texas Cham-
pions day at Sam Houston Race Park. He 
soon added four other stakes victories to 
his record, including the 2007 Louisiana 
Breeders’ Cup Handicap at Fair Grounds. 
From 62 career starts thus far, Sandburr 
has found the winner’s circle in 16 races 
and hit the board 19 other times. His earn-
ings total $476,321.

Even though Hutchins no longer owns 
Sandburr, Stidham and Nixon keep her in 
the loop on all of the gelding’s activities, 
even sending the win photos that cover 
Hutchins’ refrigerator.

“They have just taken me into the gang,” 
she said. “If I’m where Sandburr is, I go to 
the stable. They give me carrots and pep-
permints for him. I get to talk to him and 
pet him and he always knows me. They’ve 
just been wonderful to me, and they take 
superb care of him.” 

She often joins them in the winner’s 
circle after Sandburr’s races, a world away 
from her hometown of Montgomery, Ala., 
where as a kid she paid $2 for her first rid-
ing lesson. Those early lessons instilled 
in her a love of horses that still shows in 
everything she does at age 63, all the way 
down to the socks decorated with images 
of horses that she wears underneath her 
work boots.

“There was this fabulous riding school 

Here’s An Invitation For Fun,
Excitement & Rewards!

12.3+ MILLION

FOR 2008!

Uptown Station • P.O. Box 36869
Albuquerque, NM 87176 

(505) 262-0224

• Owners and Breeders Awards &
Purse Enhancements Continue 
To Rise

• Stakes Races for New Mexico 
Breds are Over $6 Million

• New Mexico has the Richest Day 
of Racing for State Breds With 
$2 Million in Purses

• Run 1st, 2nd, or 3rd in any race in
New Mexico and share the nearly 
$2 Million in Owners Awards

New Mexico Racing is 
HOT HOT HOT!

NMHBA

Congratulations to New Mexico’s
Newest Millionaire PEPPERS PRIDE TB
for breaking the World Record for most

consecutive wins with 19!

EVEN MORE RACES IN 2009!

GET YOUR NEXT CHAMPION 
AT THE NEXT NEW MEXICO SALE!

or online at
www.nmhorsebreeders.com

New Mexico Horse Breeders Association

(continued from page 322)

Stealth Cat Texas Horse of the Year; Adger Honored

T
he Texas Thoroughbred Association 
honored the top performers of 2008 

at its annual Horse Racing/Breeding Con-
ference and Annual Meeting in Dallas 
Jan. 9-10. The winner of the prestigious 
T.I. “Pops” Harkins Award went to John 
Adger, racing manager of Bob and Jan-
ice McNair’s Stonerside, whose holdings 
were purchased by Sheikh Mohammed’s 
Darley last year.

Stonerside bred last year’s Breeders’ 
Cup Classic (gr. I) winner Raven’s Pass, 
who is owned by Princess Haya of Jordan 
and Darley. The Harkins award is present-
ed to the TTA member whose efforts and 
contributions to the association and the 
industry have helped to further the goals 
of the TTA. The award is not required each 
year but is discretionary on the part of 
the TTA awards committee and board of  
directors.

Stealth Cat, bred by James Kenney and 
Jann Jones, and owned by J. Kirk Robison, 
was named 2008 Texas Horse of the Year 
and champion older female. The daugh-
ter of Magic Cat—Dixie’s Integrity, by Mr. 
Integrity, won five of 11 starts last year, in-
cluding the $100,000 Valid Expectations 
Stakes at Lone Star Park. She finished the 
year with earnings of $213,836.

Other Texas-bred champions:
Bridesmaid, 2-year-old filly 
(Valid Expectations—Bridal Tea, by Gulch) 
Breeders: W.S. Farish, James Elkins & BCWT 
Owner: W.S. Farish

Valid Message, 2-year-old male 
(Valid Expectations—Templemartin, by Wolf Power) 
Breeder: Ed Few • Owner: H and H Ranch

Formal Flyer, 3-year-old female 
(Early Flyer—Formal Companion, by Black Tie Affair) 
Breeder/Owner: John Silverthorne Ranch

Ablaze With Spirit, 3-year-old male 
(American Spirit—Ablazing Grace, by Wekiva Springs) 
Breeder: Donald Dizney • Owner: Heiligbrodt Racing Stable

Scrappy Roo, older male 
(Roo Art—Dance’s Lyph, by King Lyph) 
Breeder: Dr. David Taylor • Owner: Tawana Cantrell

Dixie’s Integrity, broodmare 
Owners: James Kenney and Jann Jones

O My Darlin Diane, claimer 
(Uncle Abbie—Sexy Jackie, by W.D. Jacks) 
Breeders: Larry Binnion • Owner: Henry Witt Jr.

Other award winners:
Dr. David Stephens, Allen Bogan Memorial Award
Clarence Scharbauer Jr., leading money-earner owner/
breeder from the Accredited Texas-bred Incentive Funds 
in 2008
Donald Dizney, breeder
Supreme Cat, freshman sire
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in Montgomery because of Maxwell Air 
Force Base, which has the allied officer 
school,” Hutchins said. “When the army 
did away with the cavalry after World 
War II, they started sending all these cav-
alry officers to the allied officer school, 
and they would come to the riding school 
and teach us. We could ride without reins 
and stirrups and jump through grids over 
four-foot-high fences. It was like flying. 
You can’t get a riding education like that 
anymore.”

As a young rider, Hutchins also became 
active in the Pony Club organization, an 
involvement that continues to this day. She 
currently works with several Texas chap-
ters of the Pony Club, judging horse shows 
and taking the girls on trips to Retama 
Park, complete with backside tours.

Hutchins graduated from Auburn Uni-
versity with a degree in animal science 
and a major in biochemistry and nutrition. 
While she was in college, she taught rid-
ing for the P.E. classes and exercised polo 
ponies.

“I spent a lot more time at the stable 
than I did studying, but I managed to get 
through,” she said.

Although horses had been part of her 
life for years, Hutchins didn’t get involved 
in racing until she and Tom moved to Kan-
sas and bought a Quarter Horse. That first 

Brilliance at two...
Won the Futurity S. (G2) by 9 lengths
Won the Kentucky Jockey Club S. (G2)

by 2 1/4 lengths
5th-ranked 2YO on the 2005 Experimental 

Free Handicap

“Private Vow was an 
extraordinarily-talented 
2YO who competed with the 
highest level of competition 
during his racing career.”

— trainer Steve Asmussen

Classic Potential 
at three...

3rd in the 
Arkansas Derby (G2)

ALSO STANDING

ALYZIG

ART MUSEUM

ENTEPRENEUR

ERLTON

EUGENE’S THIRD SON

GOLD TRIBUTE

GRAND APPOINTMENT

LYDGATE

PULLING PUNCHES

All stallions nominated to the 

Louisiana-bred Program

ENTERING STUD 
IN 2009
$2,000 LFSN

RED RIVER FARMS

redriverfm@aol.com

www.adcocksredriverfarm.com

PRIVATE
VOW

Broken Vow — Smooth
by Deputy Minister

Can’t Keep This One a Secret!

Hutchins with her mare Sec Sea Lark
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runner won a 250-yard dash at Eureka 
Downs, and she was hooked. Eventually, 
she became a fan of the stakes-winning, 
grade I-placed Tri Jet stallion Triple Sec, 
who earned $526,652 in six years and stood 
in Texas. She wrote a letter to his owner, 
Stanley Beard, which led to a phone call, 
which led to Hutchins thinking that she’d 
like to trade windy western Kansas for 
the warmer temperatures of Texas, where 
pari-mutuel racing had recently returned. 
Beard, who had a farm in Brenham, told 
her that the only place she should look in 
Texas was the Hill Country. She called a 
land agent, who turned out to be someone 
she knew from high school in Montgom-
ery, and in 1992, the Hutchinses moved to 
Fredericksburg, 90 miles west of Austin.

“I’m so lucky to live here,” Hutchins said 
of her home for the past 17 years. “There’s 
a sign in my doctor’s office that says, ‘If 
you’re lucky enough to live in the Hill 
Country, then you’re lucky enough.’ I feel 
like that’s pretty true.”

Bordered on one side by Spring Creek, 
Lane and Tom Hutchins’ Spring Creek 
Thoroughbreds rests on a piece of land 
that once belonged to the 30,000-acre Mor-
ris Ranch, a Thoroughbred training center 
for the New York-based Morris family that 
owned the first Belmont Stakes winner, 
Ruthless.

“Max Hirsch, the trainer for (1946 Triple 
Crown winner) Assault, was born in Fred-
ericksburg,” Tom Hutchins said. “He rode 
horses for them out here at Morris Ranch, 

when they would ship horses here from 
New York. (Texas horseman) Tommy Oli-
phant told us one time that Max Hirsch 
told (King Ranch founder) Bob Kleberg, ‘If 
you’d just let me take 20 mares and go to 
Fredericksburg, I’d raise you a Kentucky 
Derby winner.’ ”

Fredericksburg is also home to another 
legend, the 150-year-old Gillespie County 
Fair race meet, one of the oldest meets in 
the country. Today the Gillespie County 
Fair holds eight days of live racing each 
summer and year-round simulcasting in 
the adjacent Race Barn. 

“We’re very proud of our race meet 
here,” Hutchins said. “The people come 
out in droves and bring their kids. Believe 
me, racing’s not dead. Come to Freder-
icksburg and see. We have a really good 
time.”

Her Triple Sec mare Sec Sea Lark, a 
champion sporthorse before she ever 
stepped onto a racetrack, finished third in 
a stakes at the Gillespie meet in 1996. The 
17-year-old mare now keeps company in 
the Hutchins’ backyard alongside 30-year-
old Summer Kiss, whom Hutchins refers 
to as “the foundation mare.” A daughter 
of Northfields, Summer Kiss broke her 
maiden at The Curragh in Ireland but 
made her mark on a small farm in Texas 
as the granddam of Sandburr. She can be 
found in the pedigree of most of Hutchins’ 
horses, and may be responsible for their 
remarkable soundness.

“I don’t breed for the sales,” Hutchins 
explained. “I breed for longevity because 
I like to run them for years. That’s the fun 
part, so that’s pretty much my program.”

That hunt for longevity made her a big 
fan of the Brazilian-born Sandpit, who 
raced through age 8, won five grade I races, 
and earned $3,812,597. When he retired 
to stud in Kentucky in 1998, she hoped to 

2008 Leading Sires in Oklahoma
State sire lists updated daily online. 

Go to http://breeding.bloodhorse.

com/sirelists.asp

For stallions that stand, will stand, or stood (deceased) in Oklahoma (exported stallions are excluded), and have runners in North America. Listed below are all available statistics for the Northern Hemisphere through December 
31, 2008. As supplied to The Blood-Horse by The Jockey Club Information Systems Inc., earnings exclude monies from Japan and Hong Kong. *Foal counts include Southern Hemisphere. Cumulative stakes winners includes all 
countries.  (A ¶ indicates a sire represented by his first crop to race).
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Stallion (Foaling Year, Sire), Farm Standing
2009

Stud Fee
Rnrs/
Wnrs

Stakes
Wnrs/
Wns

Rstrct 
SW/

BT SW (Chief Earner, Earnings)
2008

Earnings

Cumulative

Foals
Stks
Wnrs

*A-E
Index

*Comp
Index

1 tactIcaL cat (96, Storm Cat), Diamond G Ranch $2,500 170/88 2/5 0/2 (Wishful Tomcat, $212,920) $3,187,824 389 21 1.21 1.38
2 Lucky LIoneL (93, Mt. Livermore), Diamond G Ranch $2,500 78/37 2/5 1/2 (Benny the Bull, $1,753,080) $2,758,415 246 11 1.32 1.32
3 artax (95, Marquetry), Diamond G Ranch $2,500 116/53 2/3 1/2 (Diabolical, $422,900) $1,864,678 343 6 1.12 1.46
4 eVansVILLe sLew (92, Slew City Slew), Diamond G Ranch $2,500 110/56 5/5 3/5 (Knocker, $122,761) $1,702,300 *362 26 1.23 0.95
5 dIamond (95, Mr. Prospector), Oklahoma Equine $2,500 81/40 2/2 1/2 (Night Stand, $157,930) $1,545,273 217 5 1.23 1.16
6 dance master (97, Gone West), JEH Stallion Station $3,000 95/42 4/5 1/4 (Sir Winston, $218,404) $1,461,116 151 7 1.07 1.15
7 maLaBar GoLd (97, Unbridled), Winner’s Circle Farms N/A 100/48 2/5 0/2 (Gallant Son, $113,038) $1,423,929 *180 3 0.69 1.14
8 concern (91, Broad Brush), Oklahoma Equine $2,500 33/13 1/5 0/1 (Good Night Shirt, $485,520) $905,520 240 10 1.07 1.61
9 prospector’s musIc (89, Mr. Prospector) Died, 2004 53/25 0/0 0/0 (S’posedtobeadancer, $53,562) $621,179 260 9 1.14 1.04

10 senor speedy (87, Fast Gold), Winner’s Circle Farms $1,250 22/14 0/0 0/0 (King of Speed, $151,125) $555,658 *263 5 0.87 0.90
11 BarkerVILLe (88, Mr. Prospector), Ctr for Vet Health Sciences Ranch $2,500 36/21 0/0 0/0 (Rogue Scholar, $107,716) $531,963 *482 8 1.33 1.16
12 BoLd anthony (90, Bold Ruckus), Pendergraft Farm $500 38/14 0/0 0/0 (Fearless Anthony, $94,476) $471,597 183 3 0.59 0.97
13 here we come (88, Mr. Prospector) Died, 2004 36/21 1/1 0/1 (Heres a Memory, $45,658) $379,605 264 19 0.70 0.64
14 GoLd reGent (96, Mr. Prospector), Winner’s Circle Farms N/A 41/20 0/0 0/0 (Aledo Splash, $60,696) $375,639 125 3 0.77 0.90
15 BurBank (93, Wild Again), Boyd Caster $1,000 25/10 1/1 1/1 (Burbance, $56,736) $313,738 73 2 0.92 0.76
16 star proGrammer (94, Storm Cat), Merrick Ranches $1,000 53/22 0/0 0/0 (Programed a Star, $29,440) $304,500 194 0 0.36 0.69

*A-E and COMPARABLE INDEX: The lifetime Average-Earnings Index indicates how much purse money the progeny of one sire has earned, on the average, in relation to the 
average earnings of all runners in the same years; average earnings of all runners in any year is represented by an index of 1.00. The Comparable Index indicates the average 
earnings of progeny produced from mares bred to one sire, when these same mares were bred to other sires. Only 32% of all sires have a lifetime AEI higher than their mares 
Comparable Index.
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breed Lone Star Stella to him.
“I had a little more money back then 

than I do now because I was new to racing 
and hadn’t spent it all,” she said. “I called 
up to Vinery and they wouldn’t give me the 
time of day. I had a trainer up there named 
Ronnie Warren. He had trained Stella 
and thought the world of her. He knew 
everybody and had trained for Mr. (Ben) 
Walden, who owned Vinery. Somehow 
Mr. Walden was able to find me a season to 
Sandpit, so I put her on the truck and there 
she went. Ronnie Warren is responsible 
for that breeding. It was mine and Tom’s 
idea, but if it hadn’t been for Ronnie War-
ren, Sandburr would not exist.”

Sandpit died in 2003, but his six crops 
have earned nearly $10 million. In an iron-
ic twist, his chief earner is Sandburr, who 
finished third in the Star of Texas Stakes 
in his last start of the year. He has started 
once in 2009.

“Sandburr gets out on the track and 
plays around like a 2-year-old,” said owner 
Marty Nixon. “The horse seems to be hav-
ing a ball, and he’s just flat out competi-
tive. Lane is very kind, and she’s all about 
the horse. She’s always been quick to say 
that he has a home with her.”

As Sandburr’s connections begin to con-
template retiring the 10-year-old gelding, 
Hutchins stressed that she would never let 
him go homeless.

“My husband’s clutching his chest, like 
‘No, no,’ but he can always come back 
here,” she said. “That was his pasture out 
there, so I still think sometimes I see him. 
He paid for this fence out here with breed-
er’s awards. He earned more than $100,000 
for me before he left. You’re supposed to 
look out for these guys. We owe them.”

Hutchins put her money where her 
mouth is when she retired Little Brick 
Lane, Sandburr’s older half-brother by 
Rare Brick who raced through age 9. After 
he was claimed from Hutchins, she kept 
tabs on his career, to ensure he wouldn’t 
slip through the cracks, and claimed him 
back when he came up for a tag. He retired 
in 2007.

“I’ve got quite a few retirees here,” 
Hutchins said. “I’m a total bleeding heart, 
and I don’t make any apologies for it. I will 
probably start riding Little Brick Lane, but 
he doesn’t have to do anything. He made 
close to $100,000 and won 11 races, so if 
he never wears a saddle again, he doesn’t 
have to worry about it. Mostly, I feed him 
and pet him.”

Little Brick Lane is just one member of 
the Spring Creek Thoroughbred menag-
erie that includes two yearlings (nick-
named Miles and Walter), a 2-year-old, 
five mares, five geldings, a Paint mare, 
a tough little pony named George, and 
three dogs—Jack, Alice, and Trapper. 
Hutchins has two horses in training now 
with Eddie Webb, who also conditioned 
Sandburr.

“I don’t know how many trainers could 
have kept Sandburr sound for seven years 
like Eddie did,” she said. “He gets the 
major amount of credit for his success be-
cause if they hadn’t gotten a sound, drug-
free horse, he would have been done a 
long time ago. I think it really broke Ed-
die’s heart when he left, but he is a sup-
porter of his and very proud.”

Training costs mount up quickly so 
Hutchins teaches riding lessons to help 
foot the bills. The work also helps keep 
her retired horses fed and happy.

“Racing wouldn’t have such a bad 
reputation if people would make a plan 

for horses after they race,” she said. “It all 
goes back to the owner. Horses live a long 
time, so have some guilt and make sure 
they go to a good home.”

That straight talk represents exactly 
what Hutchins brings to the board of the 
Texas HBPA.

“I feel like I’m sort of the representative 
of all these people in Texas who hang on 
year after year, raising horses,” she said. 
“I wish those people got more attention 
than they do. You see the big owners, 
which is what people want to read about, 
but there’s this whole underbelly that’s 
holding up the whole thing.” b

Oklahoma’s Future Looks Bright  
with These Young Stallions From Established Leading Sire Lines

$2,000 Live Foal  First foals are winning!
Seattle Slew – Omi, by Wild Again

SEATTLE SLEW WILD AGAIN.

FLYING HEAT

Phantom’s Diva

$2,000 Live Foal  Oklahoma’s #1 First-Crop Sire  
in 2008
Saint Ballado – Crystal River, by Black Tie Affair (Ire)

Ocean Ace

Against the Tide

Cowboy At Heart

MINISTERS WILD 
CAT TEN MOST WANTED

ONLY SAINT BALLADO.

A I R  C O M M A N D E R $2,500 Live Foal  Standing his first season
Point Given – Santaria, by Star de Naskra

 
TIAGO JOHNNY 

EVES, 
leading   

POINT GIVEN

MEDALLIST  
ALL

All stallions nominated to Breeders’ Cup, Oklahoma-Bred Program,  
Oklahoma Stallion Stakes and Iowa Stallion Stakes.

MIGHTY ACRES
A Division of Center Hill Farms LLC – Randy Blair, Manager,  
675 West 470 Road, Pryor, Oklahoma 74361
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O C E A N  T E R R AC E

$1,500 Live Foal   First foals are yearlings in 2009!
Deputy Minister – Miss Ra He Ra, by Rahy

AWESOME AGAIN SILVER DEPUTY TOUCH GOLD

MISS RA HE RA Dancing Band.

Primal Force
MACHO UNO

AWESOME AGAIN DEPUTY MINISTER
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NEW for 2009
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