


3070 B l o o d H o r s e .c o m  ■  o c t o B e r  2 7 ,  2 0 1 2

W E S T  C O A S T

in a racehorse. And we missed 
the opportunity of a lifetime to 
sell our sport through Zenyatta 
because of the silly fact she 
came from California instead 
of New York.

“A lot of people who call 
themselves experts in racing 
don’t know horses. Yeah, they 
know numbers and speed fig-
ures and blah, blah, blah, but 
most of them have never sat on 
a horse in their life and they re-
ally don’t know the sport.”

Zenyatta figured in one of 
Denman’s most memorable 
race calls as he described her 
run from the back of the field in 
the 2009 Breeders’ Cup Classic 
(gr. I), culminating with him exclaiming, “This is un-bel-lieve-
able!” when she became the first female to win the Classic, a race 
he terms the greatest he’s ever announced. Other Denman favor-
ites include the 1989 Preakness Stakes (gr. I), coming at a time 
when he was calling the races at Pimlico Racecourse.

“Easy Goer/Sunday Silence was the quintessential horse race,” 
he said. “They were never separated by more than a half-length; 
you had Pat Valenzuela and Pat Day, two of the greatest jockeys; 
two of the greatest horses nose and nose to the wire, virtually 
impossible to separate them. That was a horse race.”

Denman also noted that Precisionist was one of his favorite 
performers because of his magnificent good looks and his abil-
ity to win in grade I company at both six furlongs and 11⁄4 miles. 
He also mentions another favorite, if not so well-known runner 

named Hollywood Reporter, 
“who used to love to bite other 
horses as they went by him, or 
at least tried to, so I took a lik-
ing to him.”

Denman noted that al-
though the racing game in Cal-
ifornia may not be as strong as 
it was when he started there, 
California racing still has an X 
factor to it, a touch of glamor 
and glitter that makes it more 
fun than racing in other parts 
of the country. And then there 
is the view from his “office.”

“The first day I got to Santa 
Anita I said, ‘Man, did they 
build the mountains around 
the racetrack or the racetrack 

inside the mountains?’ It is just spectacular. And the same could 
be said for Del Mar. How many racetracks are on the ocean?”

A fringe benefit to his Los Angeles locale is the film and televi-
sion work Denman has picked up along the way. He has appeared 
in films such as “Let It Ride,” “Dreamer,” and “Simpatico,” and on 
TV series such as “The Simpsons,” “Luck,” and “Jockeys.”

Less known about Denman is that he is a racehorse owner as 
well, and lights up when speaking about Kings Call, a 5-year-old 
who is a winner of three races in South Africa.

“He’s on the cusp of being a big-time horse,” said the proud 
owner, “but he’s had a bleeding problem and an ankle problem—
you know horse racing. I call the trainer and tell him what to do. 
Of course, I’ve known him for 40 years. If he gets into a stakes 
race and I’m not working, we’ll go over there to see him run.”

When Denman leaves work for the day, he also leaves the world 
of horses behind him. Aside from reading, a good portion of his 
attention is taken up by soccer. And he’d rather talk current events 
than horses while on his own time. That, and his preference for 
privacy and not wishing to be seen as playing favorites, precludes 
his socializing with horsemen.

“There’s only one subject racing people want to talk about,” he 
said. You ask, ‘What’s going on with Afghanistan?,’ and they’ll 
say, ‘What claiming price is he in for?’ ”

Some of Denman’s biggest fans are the people he works for. 
Said Joe Harper, CEO of the Del Mar Thoroughbred Club, “At the 
risk of having to pay him a lot more money, Trevor is the best race 
caller I’ve ever heard. He also does all the publicity you ask him 
to; he hosts the Doughnuts at Del Mar program and is so good 
at bringing out people’s personalities and getting the public to 
understand the sport. He’s got a magnetic voice and a personality 
where he can put a race across whether people know the sport 
or not.”

George Haines, president and general manager of Santa Anita, 
added, “We at Santa Anita take pride in ‘ownership’ since Trevor 
was first hired here. He opened up the racing world to a new way 
of calling, and it was very controversial at the beginning. His call 
is so distinctive and mesmerizing, and his ability to pick up a 
horse in mid-pack who is making a move still amazes me.” 

Of his popularity in California, Denman said, “Obviously 
you’re flattered when people tell you they enjoy what you do; 
you’d rather hear that than the opposite, but I try to put it in my 
back pocket and pretend I didn’t hear it. You try not to let it get to 
you, because if you start thinking that way, you’re gone.”

Others, though, will continue to sing his praises. Said Cerin, “It 
comes down to this: If you’re late getting to the races and you’re 
in the parking lot listening to the race call, who is the number one 
person you want that call to come from? It’s unequivocally Trevor. 
You know if your horse is in trouble even if he’s on the lead, and 
you know when your horse is in fifth at the quarter pole but you’ll 
ultimately be the winner.” 

Denman's tools of the trade
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