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T
hough she has been a major Thoroughbred breeder and owner in Louisiana 

for nearly three decades, Evelyn Benoit says until recently some people in 

the industry saw her as a bit of a laughing stock.

“People used to laugh at me when I’d go to these sales at Keeneland or in Florida and 

I’d tell them I breed horses in Louisiana,” Benoit said. “I’d walk into the sale and they’d 

say, ‘Oh God, there is that woman with those little Louisiana horses.’ Then I’d tell them 

one of my major goals is to save racing in Louisiana and they would laugh even harder.”
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Star of 
Louisiana 

b y  j a s o n  s h a n d l e r

Evelyn Benoit climbs even higher  
up the charts with her Star Guitar
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Evelyn Benoit, center, in the winner’s circle at Fair Grounds with, from left, jockey 
Corey Lanerie, trainer Al Stall Jr. and Benoit’s son, Tab
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It is Benoit who is getting the last 
laugh now, however, thanks to her mul-
tiple state-bred stakes winners. Included 
among those is 4-year-old Star Guitar, 

who has now won six of seven lifetime 
starts after romping to a seven-length vic-
tory Feb. 7 in the $200,000 Louisiana Pre-
mier Night Championship Stakes at Delta 

Downs Racetrack Casino & Hotel. The 
Quiet American colt has now earned more 
than $330,000 for Benoit and her husband, 
Maurice, who race their horses under the 
name Brittlyn Stables.

Star Guitar is the true definition of a 
homebred. Not only did Brittlyn breed 
and race the colt’s dam, Minit Towinit, 
but also raced his granddam, Roaring 
Fireplace.

“She was the first winner I ever had,” 
Benoit said of Roaring Fireplace. “She had 
a cracked sesamoid when I bought her, 
and the owner didn’t want her. After she 
couldn’t race anymore, she gave me Minit 
Towinit. I raised her in my backyard.”

Benoit, a Louisiana native whose love 
of horses began when she was 5 after her 
parents gave her Shetland ponies for her 
birthday, used to raise all of her horses in 
their “backyard.” A 30-acre farm 17 miles 
from the Gulf of Mexico near the town of 
Houma, La., Brittlyn Stables is not your 
average place to raise horses.

“We have mosquitoes as big as saddles 
and huge snakes and possums running 
around,” Benoit said. “By the time our 
horses got to the racetrack and all they 
had to see were other horses, they would 
think it was nothing. They were just 
happy to be out of Africa.”

After Hurricane Katrina, Benoit de-

2009 Leading Sires in Louisiana
State sire lists updated daily online. 

Go to http://breeding.bloodhorse.
com/sirelists.asp

For stallions that stand, will stand, or stood (deceased) in Louisiana (exported stallions are excluded), and have runners in North America. Listed below are all available statistics for the Northern Hemisphere through February 11, 
2009. As supplied to The Blood-Horse by The Jockey Club Information Systems Inc., earnings exclude monies from Japan and Hong Kong. *Foal counts include Southern Hemisphere. Cumulative stakes winners includes all countries.  
(A ¶ indicates a sire represented by his first crop to race).
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Stallion (Foaling Year, Sire), Farm Standing
2009

Stud Fee
Rnrs/
Wnrs

Stakes
Wnrs/
Wns

Rstrct 
SW/

BT SW (Chief Earner, Earnings)
2009

Earnings

Cumulative

Foals
Stks
Wnrs

*A-E
Index

*Comp
Index

1 Yonaguska (98, Cherokee Run), Elite Thoroughbreds $4,000 79/21 1/1 0/1 (Earth Living, $50,000) $455,508 *342 7 1.16 1.31
2 Leestown (94, Seattle Slew) Died, 2008 86/13 1/1 1/1 (Lee’s Spirit, $40,000) $393,009 431 15 0.97 0.98
3 Brahms (97, Danzig), Elite Thoroughbreds $3,500 58/15 0/0 0/0 (Red Rhapsody, $33,600) $290,216 *438 7 1.09 1.04
4 Ide (93, Forty Niner), Clear Creek Stud $3,000 55/11 0/0 0/0 (Tensas Yucatan, $31,200) $273,890 392 14 1.30 1.19
5 tIme BandIt (96, Time for a Change), Heritage Stud $2,500 39/13 0/0 0/0 (Bandido, $36,900) $265,024 174 3 1.05 1.01
6 storm daY (97, Storm Cat), Clear Creek Stud $1,500 59/11 1/1 1/1 (Stormin’ Sox, $36,120) $251,825 227 3 0.73 1.08
7 goLd trIBute (94, Mr. Prospector), Red River Farms $2,000 53/9 0/0 0/0 (Dancing Rebecca, $60,000) $237,837 *352 4 1.06 1.20
8 afternoon deeLItes (92, Private Terms), Clear Creek Stud $3,000 45/9 0/0 0/0 (Classy Deelites, $43,200) $210,161 *489 22 1.28 1.53
9 ZarBYev (84, Nureyev), Foxwood Plantation $3,500 34/6 1/1 1/1 (Zarb’s Ballerina, $61,500) $187,910 *287 13 1.15 0.90

10 sefapIano (89, Fappiano), Landlock Equine Center $2,500 29/10 2/2 1/2 (Rolling Sea, $36,000) $184,453 292 21 1.37 0.97
11 snuck In (97, Montbrook), Matthews Thoroughbred Farm $2,500 61/12 0/0 0/0 (Gentsfinishfirst, $26,900) $182,844 245 3 0.95 1.00
12 honor gLIde (94, Honor Grades), Fanlew Farms $2,500 29/8 0/0 0/0 (Euroglide, $31,800) $129,982 132 1 0.67 1.20
13 runnIng stag (94, Cozzene), Judice Farms $5,000 48/8 0/0 0/0 (Close the Deal, $16,800) $123,891 328 6 1.12 1.52
14 fInest hour (94, Forty Niner), Camelot Farm $2,000 37/4 0/0 0/0 (Miracleinthemaking, $27,600) $106,885 252 4 0.73 0.81
15 good and tough (95, Carson City), Elite Thoroughbreds $3,000 38/5 0/0 0/0 (Spicy McHaggis, $15,880) $106,393 *286 11 1.35 1.26
16 BeLek (86, Irish Tower) Died, 2006 13/2 1/1 1/1 (John Charles, $63,120) $104,036 215 13 0.95 0.85
17 prInce of the mt. (91, Mt. Livermore), Red River Farms $1,000 22/4 1/1 1/1 (Jeanne’s Sweep, $35,400) $100,307 125 6 0.82 0.83
18 In a waLk (89, Chief’s Crown), Averett’s Farm $750 22/6 0/0 0/0 (Maddy Walk, $15,000) $95,045 206 4 0.74 0.83
19 LIke a soLdIer (95, Deputy Minister) N/A 12/5 0/0 0/0 (Jenny’s Say, $24,000) $84,125 73 1 0.92 1.04
20 easYfromthegItgo (99, Dehere), 519 Thoroughbreds $3,500 17/5 0/0 0/0 (Stylinfromthegitgo, $12,730) $79,011 78 0 0.65 1.10
21 roBYn dancer (87, Crafty Prospector), Shady Lane Farm N/A 42/4 0/0 0/0 (Champagne Brunch, $10,296) $78,916 623 21 1.15 1.38
22 fortY won (91, Forty Niner), Averett’s Farm $1,000 17/3 0/0 0/0 (Carol’s Specialwon, $17,600) $77,780 166 3 0.85 0.88
23 deputY dIamond (95, Deputy Minister) N/A 27/3 0/0 0/0 (Retief, $26,400) $75,820 160 0 0.59 0.91
24 haLos and horns (95, Saint Ballado), Aucoin Farms $1,500 13/6 0/0 0/0 (Hello Poochi Pooh, $17,100) $74,719 90 1 0.90 0.98
25 erLton (96, Buckaroo), Red River Farms $1,500 23/2 0/0 0/0 (Dessy, $16,620) $72,952 85 0 0.83 1.08
26 rIchter scaLe (94, Habitony), Chad White Farm $2,500 42/6 0/0 0/0 (Scalding Hot, $12,000) $71,230 297 7 0.86 1.46
27 wIre me coLLect (93, Clever Trick), Traders Rest Farm $1,500 19/3 0/0 0/0 (Wiremealilcheck, $21,000) $70,455 109 3 1.00 0.82
28 sILkY sweep (96, End Sweep) N/A 13/3 0/0 0/0 (Sweepnoeval, $29,800) $68,840 58 0 0.87 1.06
29 mILLennIum wInd (98, Cryptoclearance), 519 Thoroughbreds $5,000 29/3 0/0 0/0 (Credit Storm, $9,750) $67,732 *203 2 0.61 1.42
30 tooLIghttoquIt (92, Dixieland Brass), Ryder River Ridge Farm $2,500 13/2 0/0 0/0 (Coach Mike, $20,000) $67,685 128 6 1.10 1.13

*A-E and COMPARABLE INDEX: The lifetime Average-Earnings Index indicates how much purse money the progeny of one sire has earned, on the average, in relation to the 
average earnings of all runners in the same years; average earnings of all runners in any year is represented by an index of 1.00. The Comparable Index indicates the average 
earnings of progeny produced from mares bred to one sire, when these same mares were bred to other sires. Only 32% of all sires have a lifetime AEI higher than their mares 
Comparable Index.
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Star Guitar winning the Feb. 7 Louisiana Premier Night Championship
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cided she could no longer keep her horses 
at their farm and now sends all of them 
to Clear Creek Farm and Considine Farm 

in Central Kentucky. Currently, Brittlyn 
has more than 17 horses in training and 
seven mares. Included among them are 

the newest additions, Our New Empire 
and Uncommon Queen, who are in foal 
to Mr. Greeley and Quiet American, re-
spectively. Benoit also purchased a colt 
by Smarty Jones and a filly by Fusaichi 
Pegasus at the 2008 Keeneland Septem-
ber yearling sale. 

The mares were bought to replace Minit 
Towinit and X Strawdnair, who started 
Brittlyn’s success but are now deceased. 
X Strawdnair’s first two foals were stakes 
winners for Benoit: Mean Butterbean and 
Brother Bean. Minit Towinit has also pro-
duced stakes winners Favorite Minit and 
Grand Minit, who most recently finished 
fourth to Star Guitar in the Louisiana Pre-
mier Night Championship Stakes despite 
losing a shoe.

Although Benoit has had several state-
bred stakes winners, she says Star Guitar 
is the best horse she has ever had. In fact, 
both Benoit and the colt’s trainer, Al Stall 
Jr., admit that Star Guitar is not your aver-
age Louisiana-bred.

“I’ve always been high on him,” said 
Stall, one of three trainers that Brittlyn 
uses—all of them with Louisiana roots. 
Victor Arceneaux and Doris Hebert are 
the others. “When you look at him, he fits 

2009 Leading Sires in Texas
State sire lists updated daily online. 

Go to http://breeding.bloodhorse.
com/sirelists.asp

For stallions that stand, will stand, or stood (deceased) in Texas (exported stallions are excluded), and have runners in North America. Listed below are all available statistics for the Northern Hemisphere through February 11, 2009. 
As supplied to The Blood-Horse by The Jockey Club Information Systems Inc., earnings exclude monies from Japan and Hong Kong. *Foal counts include Southern Hemisphere. Cumulative stakes winners includes all countries.  (A 
¶ indicates a sire represented by his first crop to race).
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Stallion (Foaling Year, Sire), Farm Standing
2009

Stud Fee
Rnrs/
Wnrs

Stakes
Wnrs/
Wns

Rstrct 
SW/

BT SW (Chief Earner, Earnings)
2009

Earnings

Cumulative

Foals
Stks
Wnrs

*A-E
Index

*Comp
Index

1 vaLId expectatIons (93, Valid Appeal), Lane’s End Texas $10,000 49/9 0/0 0/0 (Tres Dangereux, $34,700) $211,290 470 32 1.39 1.32
2 pIne BLuff (89, Danzig), Duncan 21 and Change Farm N/A 24/3 0/0 0/0 (Stopbluffing, $28,425) $100,691 *566 34 1.61 1.69
3 swamp (96, Slew City Slew), Collier Vet Clinic $1,000 10/3 1/1 1/1 (Snug, $67,000) $94,532 23 1 1.33 1.20
4 open forum (94, Deputy Minister), Delta Equine Center $2,500 17/7 0/0 0/0 (Glitter’s Forum, $22,800) $60,929 *412 11 0.99 1.34
5 earLY fLYer (98, Gilded Time), Valor Farm $3,500 18/4 0/0 0/0 (Elmer’s Girl, $14,450) $54,608 89 3 1.33 0.94
6 dIxIeLand heat (90, Dixieland Band), Key Ranch $2,000 16/2 0/0 0/0 (Dixie Dust, $18,960) $47,436 *244 9 1.19 1.05
7 magIc cat (95, Storm Cat), Valor Farm $2,500 25/2 0/0 0/0 (Pacific Tsunami, $16,800) $40,240 176 10 0.77 1.02
8 hadIf (86, Clever Trick) Pnsd 12/2 0/0 0/0 (Austin Lights, $17,480) $39,189 372 24 0.85 1.08
9 festIvaL of LIght (97, A.P. Indy) Pnsd 6/2 0/0 0/0 (Light Lace, $15,120) $35,901 54 1 0.78 1.26

10 captaIn countdown (96, Relaunch), Double S Tbred Farm $1,500 14/3 0/0 0/0 (Captain Kite, $9,300) $35,863 78 1 0.71 0.72
*A-E and COMPARABLE INDEX: The lifetime Average-Earnings Index indicates how much purse money the progeny of one sire has earned, on the average, in relation to the 
average earnings of all runners in the same years; average earnings of all runners in any year is represented by an index of 1.00. The Comparable Index indicates the average 
earnings of progeny produced from mares bred to one sire, when these same mares were bred to other sires. Only 32% of all sires have a lifetime AEI higher than their mares 
Comparable Index.

2009 Leading Sires in New Mexico
State sire lists updated daily online. 

Go to http://breeding.bloodhorse.
com/sirelists.asp

For stallions that stand, will stand, or stood (deceased) in New Mexico (exported stallions are excluded), and have runners in North America. Listed below are all available statistics for the Northern Hemisphere through February 
11, 2009. As supplied to The Blood-Horse by The Jockey Club Information Systems Inc., earnings exclude monies from Japan and Hong Kong. *Foal counts include Southern Hemisphere. Cumulative stakes winners includes all 
countries.  (A ¶ indicates a sire represented by his first crop to race).
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Stud Fee
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BT SW (Chief Earner, Earnings)
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*A-E
Index

*Comp
Index

1 chImes Band (91, Dixieland Band) Died, 2005 27/5 0/0 0/0 (Daddy O., $44,400) $166,007 311 21 1.20 1.34
2 In excessIve BuLL (94, In Excess) Died, 2006 31/5 1/1 1/1 (Excessive Victory, $75,000) $153,686 249 8 0.72 0.77
3 ghostLY moves (92, Silver Ghost), Callaway Farm $4,000 28/3 1/1 1/1 (Some Ghost, $60,000) $151,630 153 14 1.26 1.07
4 precocItY (94, Aferd), Mesa Vista Stud $4,000 17/2 1/1 1/1 (Waymore’s Blues, $75,000) $121,158 145 6 1.04 0.99
5 favorIte trIck (95, Phone Trick) Died, 2006 26/8 0/0 0/0 (F Swoop Trick, $21,000) $99,486 *471 19 1.07 1.72
6 desert god (91, Fappiano), A & A Horse Ranch $6,000 17/4 0/0 0/0 (Betternilook, $25,975) $97,306 163 11 1.20 0.69
7 goLd case (94, Forty Niner), Mesa Vista Stud $5,000 34/7 0/0 0/0 (Gold Goddess, $24,500) $96,308 *457 20 1.21 1.20
8 mr. groush (94, Crafty Prospector), Weatherly Horse Farms $1,000 8/4 0/0 0/0 (Kiss Craft, $23,748) $77,378 36 0 0.59 0.79
9 comIc genIus (98, Unbridled), Doubletree Farm $2,500 13/4 0/0 0/0 (McKenna Boy, $20,650) $72,376 72 1 0.67 0.64

10 sILver season (96, Silver Ghost) N/A 8/2 0/0 0/0 (Doodat, $37,200) $67,524 34 3 1.60 1.09
*A-E and COMPARABLE INDEX: The lifetime Average-Earnings Index indicates how much purse money the progeny of one sire has earned, on the average, in relation to the 
average earnings of all runners in the same years; average earnings of all runners in any year is represented by an index of 1.00. The Comparable Index indicates the average 
earnings of progeny produced from mares bred to one sire, when these same mares were bred to other sires. Only 32% of all sires have a lifetime AEI higher than their mares 
Comparable Index.
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right in with the Kentucky horses. He’s a 
big, good-looking colt.”

Which is why, Benoit said, after break-
ing his maiden by 61⁄4 lengths at first 
asking and then winning the Louisiana 
Champions Day Juvenile Stakes at Fair 
Grounds, Star Guitar attracted some of the 
biggest names in the business.

“We were all set to run him in the 
Lecomte (gr. III) for his 3-year-old debut, 
and we really felt like he could win it,” said 

Benoit of Star Guitar, who was named state 
champion juvenile and helped earn Brit-
tlyn the Louisiana Thoroughbred Owners 
and Breeders award in 2008. “Before that, 
I got a call from Curlin’s owners, Satish 
(Sanan) and Jess Jackson. They offered me 
a half-million for him, but I turned it down. 
I told them I would consider a million and 
we were in serious negotiations. Then he 
got hurt and everything fell apart.”

The injury was a cracked shin, which 

Stall discovered in Star Guitar’s last work 
prior to the Lecomte. Sparing no ex-
pense, Benoit decided to ship her prized 
colt to Rood & Riddle Equine Hospital 
near Lexington for surgery. Star Guitar 
took nearly 10 months to recover, and 
after a third-place effort in his first start 
back Sept. 25, he won an allowance race 
at Fair Grounds Nov. 23. Stall said many 
owners would have forced him to bring 
Star Guitar back sooner.

2009 Leading Sires in Arizona
State sire lists updated daily online. 

Go to http://breeding.bloodhorse.
com/sirelists.asp

For stallions that stand, will stand, or stood (deceased) in Arizona (exported stallions are excluded), and have runners in North America. Listed below are all available statistics for the Northern Hemisphere through February 11, 2009. 
As supplied to The Blood-Horse by The Jockey Club Information Systems Inc., earnings exclude monies from Japan and Hong Kong. *Foal counts include Southern Hemisphere. Cumulative stakes winners includes all countries.  (A 
¶ indicates a sire represented by his first crop to race).
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Stallion (Foaling Year, Sire), Farm Standing
2009

Stud Fee
Rnrs/
Wnrs

Stakes
Wnrs/
Wns

Rstrct 
SW/

BT SW (Chief Earner, Earnings)
2009

Earnings

Cumulative

Foals
Stks
Wnrs

*A-E
Index

*Comp
Index

1 hoLd for goLd (95, Red Ransom), Fleming Thoroughbred Farm $1,500 11/2 0/0 0/0 (Mini Do, $25,800) $66,539 108 3 1.23 1.21
2 Benton creek (93, Septieme Ciel), Fleming Thoroughbred Farm N/A 27/7 0/0 0/0 (Edmond, $8,460) $55,187 246 14 0.59 0.58
3 LarrupIn’ (93, Mr. Prospector), Fleming Thoroughbred Farm $1,000 11/3 0/0 0/0 (Eye, $12,900) $39,504 157 3 1.04 1.02
4 goLden gear (91, Gulch), Fleming Thoroughbred Farm $2,500 19/2 0/0 0/0 (Toin and Boin, $7,800) $39,228 294 11 1.09 1.38
5 mIdnIght roYaLtY (95, Danzig), Fleming Thoroughbred Farm N/A 16/4 0/0 0/0 (Midnight Wish, $7,200) $31,867 105 4 0.43 0.57
*A-E and COMPARABLE INDEX: The lifetime Average-Earnings Index indicates how much purse money the progeny of one sire has earned, on the average, in relation to the 
average earnings of all runners in the same years; average earnings of all runners in any year is represented by an index of 1.00. The Comparable Index indicates the average 
earnings of progeny produced from mares bred to one sire, when these same mares were bred to other sires. Only 32% of all sires have a lifetime AEI higher than their mares 
Comparable Index.

2009 Leading Sires in Arkansas
State sire lists updated daily online. 

Go to http://breeding.bloodhorse.
com/sirelists.asp

For stallions that stand, will stand, or stood (deceased) in Arkansas (exported stallions are excluded), and have runners in North America. Listed below are all available statistics for the Northern Hemisphere through February 11, 
2009. As supplied to The Blood-Horse by The Jockey Club Information Systems Inc., earnings exclude monies from Japan and Hong Kong. *Foal counts include Southern Hemisphere. Cumulative stakes winners includes all countries.  
(A ¶ indicates a sire represented by his first crop to race).

R
an

k

Stallion (Foaling Year, Sire), Farm Standing
2009

Stud Fee
Rnrs/
Wnrs

Stakes
Wnrs/
Wns

Rstrct 
SW/

BT SW (Chief Earner, Earnings)
2009

Earnings

Cumulative

Foals
Stks
Wnrs

*A-E
Index

*Comp
Index

1 storm and a haLf (97, Storm Cat), McDowell Farm $2,500 47/4 0/0 0/0 (Southern Sister, $27,600) $100,016 277 11 0.96 1.07
2 proudest romeo (90, Proud Truth), Kilkerry Farm N/A 24/5 0/0 0/0 (Blushing Romeo, $21,600) $83,150 154 6 1.09 1.11
3 hesaBuLL (93, Dispersal), Lake Hamilton Equine Associates $1,000 7/5 0/0 0/0 (Taurus, $14,400) $48,143 77 4 1.12 1.36
4 future storm (90, Storm Cat), Against the Wind Farm $1,500 20/3 0/0 0/0 (Old Fling, $9,450) $42,551 *445 12 0.94 1.41
5 smoLderIn heart (95, Two Punch) Died, 2004 14/2 0/0 0/0 (Heart Ack Road, $13,200) $32,610 59 1 0.63 0.79
*A-E and COMPARABLE INDEX: The lifetime Average-Earnings Index indicates how much purse money the progeny of one sire has earned, on the average, in relation to the 
average earnings of all runners in the same years; average earnings of all runners in any year is represented by an index of 1.00. The Comparable Index indicates the average 
earnings of progeny produced from mares bred to one sire, when these same mares were bred to other sires. Only 32% of all sires have a lifetime AEI higher than their mares 
Comparable Index.

Benoit with some of her hardware 
at the 2008 LTBA awards banquet
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“I took my time with him because 
I thought it was the best thing for him,” 
said Stall, who hasn’t decided on the next 
step for Star Guitar, but may run him in 
open company somewhere down the line. 
“A lot of owners would have said, ‘When 
are you going to run him?’ After all, I kept 
sending her bills for $3,000 a month and 
it was adding up. Evelyn never pressured 
me once. That is one of the things that ev-
eryone loves about her; she always has the 
best interests of her horses at heart. She 
just loves horses. 

“She is a great woman with a lot of per-
sonality. She also has a lot of horse sense, 
too.”

Though Benoit’s love of horses is with-
out question, they are only one part of her 
extraordinary life. She also runs the fam-
ily oil and gas service business, Benoit Ma-
chines, and manages the family’s 13 real 
estate properties in the Southeast region. 
All of this in addition to running Brittlyn 
Stables.

Up until late in 2007, Benoit had her hus-
band to help with much of the work, espe-
cially Benoit Machines, which he ran for 
35 years and turned into a world leader in 
the area of threaded tubing. But on Nov. 6, 
all of that changed. Maurice was involved 
in a horrible automobile crash while com-
ing home from work.

“I was home making dinner when my 
youngest son called and told me my hus-
band had been in an awful wreck,” Benoit 
recalled. “I dropped straight to my knees. 

2009 Leading Sires in Oklahoma
State sire lists updated daily online. 

Go to http://breeding.bloodhorse.
com/sirelists.asp

For stallions that stand, will stand, or stood (deceased) in Oklahoma (exported stallions are excluded), and have runners in North America. Listed below are all available statistics for the Northern Hemisphere through February 11, 
2009. As supplied to The Blood-Horse by The Jockey Club Information Systems Inc., earnings exclude monies from Japan and Hong Kong. *Foal counts include Southern Hemisphere. Cumulative stakes winners includes all countries.  
(A ¶ indicates a sire represented by his first crop to race).
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Stallion (Foaling Year, Sire), Farm Standing
2009

Stud Fee
Rnrs/
Wnrs

Stakes
Wnrs/
Wns

Rstrct 
SW/

BT SW (Chief Earner, Earnings)
2009

Earnings

Cumulative

Foals
Stks
Wnrs

*A-E
Index

*Comp
Index

1 tactIcaL cat (96, Storm Cat), Diamond G Ranch $2,500 61/15 1/1 0/1 (Tacky Cat, $28,830) $234,506 418 22 1.21 1.38
2 dIamond (95, Mr. Prospector), Oklahoma Equine $2,500 33/5 0/0 0/0 (Movin’ Out, $54,600) $124,042 227 5 1.23 1.16
3 maLaBar goLd (97, Unbridled), Winner’s Circle Farms N/A 43/5 0/0 0/0 (Stettler, $28,500) $106,242 *202 3 0.69 1.13
4 artax (95, Marquetry), Diamond G Ranch $2,500 37/6 0/0 0/0 (Living Out a Dream, $13,372) $102,200 368 6 1.12 1.46
5 evansvILLe sLew (92, Slew City Slew), Diamond G Ranch $2,500 32/4 0/0 0/0 (Foxie’s Boy, $25,200) $77,709 *385 26 1.23 0.95
*A-E and COMPARABLE INDEX: The lifetime Average-Earnings Index indicates how much purse money the progeny of one sire has earned, on the average, in relation to the 
average earnings of all runners in the same years; average earnings of all runners in any year is represented by an index of 1.00. The Comparable Index indicates the average 
earnings of progeny produced from mares bred to one sire, when these same mares were bred to other sires. Only 32% of all sires have a lifetime AEI higher than their mares 
Comparable Index.

“She is a great 
woman with a lot 

of personality. 
She also has a lot 

of horse sense, too.”
t r a i n e r  a l  sta l l  j r .
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Apparently, an 18-wheeler was parked on 
the side of the road and pulled onto the 
highway without any lights on. My hus-
band hit it at full speed and went right 
under. He was in such bad shape they said 

he only had seconds to live. The doctors 
did a wonderful job just getting him to the 
hospital.”

Maurice’s injuries were catastrophic. In 
addition to his leg being crushed, he also 

had all the fingers on his right hand sev-
ered, every rib in his body broken, and had 
holes in both lungs and his heart, among 
other things. In a coma for three months, 
Maurice miraculously came out of it. He is 
now resting at the family’s Louisiana home 
with 24-hour nursing help, and though his 
recovery has been painstaking, he is able 
to get around with a walker. 

“It’s definitely taken its toll on him, but 
he is still very sharp mentally,” Evelyn 
said. “All things considered, he is doing 
well. It has truly been a miracle. I mean, 
when he first came home, he had cuts on 
every part of his body from the neck down. 
He’s had a couple of strokes since the acci-
dent but came back from them, too. He’s 
been very strong.

“I never knew how one instant can 
change a family’s life forever. I cried for 27 
straight days after he got hurt, but eventu-
ally you just have to get up and take care 
of business.”

Benoit said running Benoit Machines is 
a major challenge for her, especially since 
the industry is made up primarily of men. 
That’s where being in the Thoroughbred 
business all of these years has helped her.

“For a women to step in and become 
the president of this type of company is 
difficult,” said Benoit. “I’ve had to learn a 
lot. But dealing with all those big egos in 
the horse racing industry has helped. You 
can’t let people push you around.”

Benoit’s other passions are her children 
and music, which go hand-in-hand in the 
Benoit family. A mother of five, three of 
Benoit’s sons are professional musicians, 
including her oldest, Tab, who is a Gram-
my Award-nominated Cajun/blues per-
former. 

Winner of the Contemporary Blues 
Male Artist of the Year Award and the B.B. 
King Entertainer of the Year Award for 
best blues musician, Tab has written songs 
that have aired on prime time shows such 
as Northern Exposure, Melrose Place, and 
Party of Five. He even appeared on cam-
era in the show Baywatch Nights. In fact, 
Benoit named Star Guitar after Tab, who is 
also very active in Voice of the Wetlands, 
an environmental group dedicated to pre-
serving the nation’s wetlands.

Evelyn is so multi-talented that she will 
even make an occasional appearance on 
stage at one of Tab’s concerts to do a little 
singing. “They let me perform at special 
shows and jazzfests,” Benoit said. “I’ll 
close the shows once in a while.”

But even performing at major concerts 
doesn’t match the thrill that Benoit gets 
from racing. It is a passion she still finds 
time for, despite the family’s recent trag-
edy.

“The night at Delta Downs was so ex-
citing I wouldn’t give it up for a million 
bucks,” Benoit said. “It was great to see 
both horses run so well and to see Star 
Guitar beat the best in the state.” b

Benoit’s son is a Grammy Award-nominated Cajun/blues performer
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