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Benchmark Training
Benchmark Training Center, a facility that 

offers a European-style foundation for horses 

due to the background of Wales, Great Britain, 

native and veteran horseman Gerwyn “Taffy” 

Jones, has been developing solid runners since 

its inception in North Texas 10 years ago. 

The 100-acre Southwestern operation as-

sists clients not only in conditioning young 

horses, but in selecting and purchasing 

the right runners for a particular program. 

Benchmark also offers rehabilitation services 

for older horses, racetrack and medical/surgi-

cal layups, and sales preparation for horses of 

any age.  

Due to its location near Quinlan, Texas, 

about 40 miles east of Dallas, Benchmark pro-

vides easy access to all the racetracks in Texas, 

Louisiana, Oklahoma, and Arkansas.

Jones, who is the owner and head trainer at 

Benchmark, started his racing career nearly 

30 years ago in Wales. He worked throughout 

the East Coast before venturing to Texas 15 

years ago. The European foundation and East-

ern experience that Jones brings to the table 

have helped Benchmark thrive in the Texas 

market. 

Other key members of Benchmark’s staff 

include veterinarian Dr. David Stephens, who 

operates Weems and Stephens Equine Hos-

pital near Aubrey, Texas; and farm manager 

Mark Brennan, also a longtime member of the 

industry who hails from Ireland. 

Benchmark’s features are highlighted by its 

five-eighths-mile training track and starting 

gate, which enable young horses to become ac-

customed to racing life. The farm also has two 

large, modern-style barns with ample ame-

nities, a Eurosizer exercise machine for con-

ditioning, and spacious, three-acre paddocks 

that allow layups to return to the track in top 

condition.  

Jones estimated horses that receive early 

training at Benchmark have an 80-90% win 

rate on the track. He believes the training 

center’s stellar results are the reason it at-

tracts major clients from all over the country, 

including McKenna Thoroughbreds, Long 

Odds Racing Stable, and trainers Donnie Von 

Hemel, Bret Calhoun, and Steve Asmussen. 

“Our percentage rate of winners has been 

a key to our success,” said Jones. “By word of 

mouth about the successful way we turn out 

horses, clients send them to us from all over 

the country. We get them ready to go to the 

track, and once they show up, they’re close 

to ready to start running. We have a reputa-

tion of doing a good job and producing a good 

product.”

WeBB carroll Training cenTer
In business for nearly three decades, Webb 

Carroll Training Center continues to turn out 

Every step in the development of successful racehorses is important, but 

few are as crucial as the education they receive during breaking and 

early training. With the yearling sale season in full swing, buyers are look-

ing for the outfits that can put the best mental and physical foundation 

under their purchases to transition them into talented runners.
Training centers around the country boast top-notch facilities, not only for turning year-

lings into ready-to-run 2-year-olds, but also for rehabilitating runners when they come up 

sore or injured or simply need a freshening from the rigors of the racetrack.

Many of these expert centers and the experienced people who run them are profiled in the 

following pages.

readying runners  

Turning OuT SucceSSful runnerS

Benchmark Training cenTer

Full Service  
Training Facility  

with Quality Services. 

Call about our  
Competitive Pricing! Benchmark Training cenTer

Gerwyn “Taffy” Jones, Owner/Trainer • Mark Brennan, Farm Manager
9645 County Road 2300 • Quinlan, TX 75474

Phone/903.356.2998 • Fax/903.356.3480
www.benchmarktc.com • Email: taffyrace aol.com
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Webb Carroll
TRAINING CENTER

St. Matthews, SC 

803.655.5738
Email: of¿ce@webbcarroll.com

Website: www.webbcarroll.com

Stacked Deck
Wins the Charlie Barley S.

at Woodbine
Owned by Bruce Lunsford

Trained by Barbara Minshall

Ami’s Holiday
2nd in the Queen’s Plate

at Woodbine
Owned by Ivan Dalos

Trained by Josie Carroll

Saluda (2YO) 
3rd in the Lynbrook S.
at Belmont (¿rst time out)

Owned by George Autry
Trained by Mike Dilger

Coup de Grace
Wins the Oh Say S.
at Delaware Park
Owned by Fox Hill Farms
Trained by Larry Jones

Positive Side
2nd in the Arlington

Sprint S.
Owned by Team Forster
Trained by Grant Forster

Spadina Road
3rd in the Achievement S.

at Woodbine
Owned by Rolph Davis
Trained by Bob Tiller

GRADUATES SET OFF

firewoks

Owned by Ralphy Meahjohn 
Trained by Graham Motion

Spectacular results over July 4t wekend!

Fortune Pearl
wins the Grade II
Delaware Oaks

It’s about results
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top-quality runners under the supervision of Carroll, a third-generation 

horseman who founded the facility near St. Matthews, S.C.

Noted graduates include champions Solid Appeal, Fortune Pearl, Havre 

de Grace, and Preakness Stakes (gr. I) winner Shackleford, along with Santa 

Anita Derby (gr. I) winner Goldencents, and grade I winner Joyful Victory. 

In 2013 the center produced its best numbers to date: 449 winners, with an 

additional 28 stakes winners, with 13 graded victories.

Carroll, 68, is the hands-on impetus behind the success of a program 

best-known for breaking and training 2-year-olds, although the facility also 

rehabs injured horses. His training methods are measured and patient, 

designed to help young runners adapt to the racetrack. In 2012 alone the 

program produced 47 2-year-old winners.

“Giving them time to be the best they can be; that’s what it’s all about,” 

Carroll said. “Experience means everything. The more we can show them 

along the way, the better off they come out of here. I like to send out a sane, 

sound, fit, educated horse with a lot of bottom and leave something in the 

tank for someone else to carry on with.”

A simulated track environment at the 50-plus-acre training center pre-

pares young horses for their careers: a seven furlong irrigated dirt oval, 

three-quarters-mile irrigated turf course, starting gate with an experienced 

crew, small and large turn-out paddocks, a swim facility, and an eight-horse 

exerciser provide a broad range of conditioning opportunities.

“When I started out, I wanted to do some special things with horses that 

other people didn’t do,” said Carroll, who learned horsemanship from his 

father, W.W. Carroll. “I knew some things I got from my father and veteran 

horseman Odie Clelland, and applied them to my methods. We look out for 

the working man who has a few horses or the big operation that has a lot of 

horses—we treat them all the same.”

Among Carroll’s keys to success are a nearly 40-member staff, a sterling 

work ethic, and a preventative approach to conditioning.

“We stop with horses when they need to be stopped with,” he said. “Before 

immaturity or little problems magnify into career-stopping or -threatening 

incidents, we try to nip them in the bud.”

Carroll noted he is not a “one-man band,” lauding the skills of his assis-

tant trainer Travis Durr, who has been a strong part of the program for five 

years, and a capable crew that has been with him for 20-plus years. “Travis 

is an excellent horseman. Both of us live no more than four or five minutes 

from the center. It’s something we take pride in. I know what to do with 

young horses and what not to do, and the latter’s most important.” 

Wes carTer Training sTaBle
When working with young horses, Wes Carter prides himself on strong 

communication with the horse’s connections to make sure each horse devel-

ops its full potential.

With 30 to 40 horses at Wes Carter Training Stable near Bamberg, S.C., 

Carter said he can work with each horse.

“We’re a small operation. We take personal care of them. We know each of 

them by their first name so to speak,” Carter said. “We deal with each horse: 

mind, body, and spirit; the whole horse.”

The 65-acre property boasts two barns, a swimming pond, a five-furlong 

track, and turf training. The training center works with young horses and 

with horses on lay-ups. Carter said lay-up horses often fare well in the pond 

as they work back into racing shape.

Carter, who has owned the training center for 26 years, said his operation 

works to evaluate each horse and never wants to rush a young horse that is 

not prepared for more aggressive training. He said the goal is to have young 

horses race in their 2-year-old seasons, but each Thoroughbred is evaluated 

to make sure it is ready for that challenge. 

Carter said horses that are not ready to race in their juvenile season are 

given time to develop. He then makes sure the horse’s connections are up to 

speed on the horse’s progression.

“The main thing about me is that I’m honest,” Carter said. “I will meet 

with clients and honestly tell them where a horse is. We have that integrity 

here to do the right thing for the horse. 

“My philosophy is to do the best I can to get the horse to be the best that 
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they can be.” 

The Wes Carter Training Stable also takes 

advantage of the Aiken training center, located 

about 45 miles away. Carter noted the experi-

ence of working at Aiken allows horses to re-

ceive more of a racetrack atmosphere early on 

in their training.

copper croWne
Copper Crowne, Louisiana’s Premier Train-

ing Center, is a unique, all inclusive, state-of-

the-art training center in Central Louisiana. 

Its 61⁄2-furlong, sand-based training track pro-

vides the ideal cushioned surface for galloping, 

breezing, and working equestrian athletes. As 

a Louisiana Racing Commission-sanctioned 

training facility, Copper Crowne provides of-

ficial works and gate cards for Louisiana race 

preparations. Located within two hours of 

all the major Louisiana Thoroughbred and 

Quarter Horse meets, the facility will ensure 

horses the best race training and preparation 

possible.

The track maintenance philosophy and 

crew are unique to the industry. The track su-

perintendent, Chuck Thomas, holds a current 

jockey’s license and has more than 320 career 

wins. His first-hand experience with riding 

horses on the track then operating profession-

al track maintenance equipment means train-

ers get optimum track preparation, depending 

on weather and seasonal conditions. Copper 

Crowne’s year-round trainers claim the track 

surface preparation and care allows them to 

focus on their horses and not worry about 

track conditions, even after an extensive rain.

The full-service training center allows cli-

ents to bring a young horse to Copper Crowne  

to break, train, and condition for racing. They 

will be ready to compete in Louisiana’s Thor-

oughbred and Quarter Horse racing pro-

grams. On-farm veterinary, equine surgery 

center, and equestrian rehabilitation facilities 

meet the demanding needs of professional 

horse trainers.

Copper Crowne’s Central Louisiana loca-

tion and close proximity to Equine Sales en-

ables pinhookers to bring yearlings into an 

optimal sale preparation and training facility 

for local, regional, and national 2-year-olds-

in-training sales. Mild year-round climate, 

meticulous track maintenance, and extensive 

facilities meet every sale preparation need.

Copper Crowne Training Center offers 

year-round boarding for trainers and their 

employees. The solid, well-constructed, 56-

stall barns are designed with spacious stalls 

and 12-foot wide shedrows. Each barn con-

tains two full baths and two hook-ups for 

washers and dryers. Offices, tack rooms, and 

additional storage rooms are available to meet 

the needs of large training organizations. 

Horses relax in a peaceful, open, and airy 

environment and can be turned-out in pad-

docks next to the training barns. Indoor wash 

racks with hot and cold water, walking wheels, 

and centrally located tack rooms are ideal for 

training.

Copper Crowne offers trainers, owners, and 

pinhookers a premium value. The mission is 

simple: create an unparalleled equestrian cen-

ter in Central Louisiana that combines break-

ing, training, race preparation, relaxation, 

rest, and recuperation to provide a one-of-a-

kind training center for equestrian athletes. 

DiamonD D
Just as a university is flattered by graduates 

who make a name for themselves in the real 

world, a training center can earn a reputation 

by the quality shown by its graduates at the 

racetrack. Diamond D Racing Thoroughbreds 

training center near Lone Oaks, Texas, can 

proudly point to 2009 Horse of the Year and 

fan favorite Rachel Alexandra with pride, hav-

ing given the superstar filly her start as a year-

ling and early 2-year-old. Rachel isn’t alone. 

Diamond D trainees have won more than 341 

stakes races since the operation was begun in 

1981 by Ed Dodwell, a racetrack trainer who 

tired of the travel and so started Diamond D 

an hour east of Dallas. Dodwell passed away a 

couple of years ago, but his son Jimmy (Scoot-

er) has picked up the reins and continues the 

pattern of excellence started by his father. 

In 2014, Diamond D graduates Promise 

Me Silver, Proceed, Fiftyshadesofgold, Aces N 

Jacks. Scooter’s Choice, and Sir Genghis have 

already earned black type.

“Everything I know in the horse business, 

my dad taught me,” said Jimmy. “How to be 

patient and keep a close eye on the horses, and 

get up and be ready to get to work every day.”

Diamond D spreads over 185 acres, which 

allow the operation to break and train be-

tween 80 and 100 young Thoroughbreds each 

season as well as accommodate lay-ups. The 

facility features 84 stalls, seven pastures, and 

17 paddocks. It also has a five-furlong training 

track that is 50 feet wide. It is one of the only 

privately owned training facilities in Texas 

that is licensed for official works and gate  

approvals.

“Our horses have a good reputation of being 

sharp and ready to break from the gate when 

they go to the racetrack,” Dodwell noted. “At 

the farm we can take the time with each of 

them and teach them how to handle the gate. 

At the racetrack they don’t give you the time to 

really gate-break them, so it’s important they 

get that experience here.”

Diamond D graduates go to top train-

ers like Bret Calhoun and Donnie Von 

• 6½ Furlong Premier Training Track

• Offcial Works and Gate Cards

• Track Super & Gate Crew Race Experienced

• First Class Training Barns with Offce & Tack Rooms

• 2 Full Baths & 2 Washer/Dryer Hookups in Each Barn

• Quiet & Peaceful Turn-out Paddocks

Louisiana’s Premier Training Facility

5180 Highway 182 South • Opelousas, LA 70570

Tel: 337-942-2401 • Fax: 337-594-8165

David Tillson – Operations Manager

Cell: 337-315-2439 •  Email: david@coppercrowne.com

Website: www.coppercrowne.com
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The world-class Woodford training center is located near 

Ocala on 1,000 acres of the county’s richest soil and boasts 

one of North America’s only one and a half-mile turf gallops.

The facility offers every amenity required to safely develop

and maintain the highest level of performance.

• 80-stall training complex
• 5/8-mile training track 
• 1 1/2-mile European turf gallop 

through woods and fields
• six-stall starting gate

• air-conditioned viewing station
• turnout paddocks
• six-horse free walker
• 5:1 horse to groom ratio 
• resident manager

This is the breaking and training ground of dual Eclipse Award winner 

BEHOLDER (2012 champion 2yo filly and 2013 champion 3yo filly); 

and 2014 Grade 2 winners CAIRO PRINCE and STOPCHARGINGMARIA.

Start Your Yearling the
WOODFORD WAY . . .

In 2013 and 2014, yearling to 2-year-old pinhooks prepared and consigned by 
Woodford Thoroughbreds yielded an average of nearly 400% return above the purchase price. 

OBS March ‘13 , Hip 120 sold for $370,000, the highest price on day one
and  the second-highest priced horse of the session.

OBS MARCH ‘13 / HIP 239

Multiple GSW of the Black-Eyed
Susan-G2, 5/16/14 ($874,000)

5201 NW 144th Place / Reddick, FL 32686  /  Office: 352.591.1745  / Inquiries to: Scott Kintz, Farm Manager 859.420.1875
Matt Lyons, General Manager 859.361.1647  /  John Gleason, Trainer 352.812.0811

woodfordTB.com

— STALLIONS —

CROWN OF THORNS
Repent - Crowning Touch, by Thunder Gulch

CURRENCY SWAP
High Cotton - Echo Bluff, by Pine Bluff

SOLDAT
War Front - Le Relais, by Coronado’s Quest

VINEYARD HAVEN
Lido Palace (CHI) - Princess Aloha, by Aloha Prospector 

BIONDETTI
Bernardini - Lyphard's Delta, by Lyphard

BH28-35.pgs  07.18.2014  17:29    TheBloodHorse  fbegley  BLACKYELLOWMAGENTACYAN
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Hemel. Yearlings come to the farm in Sep-

tember and are broken until spring. After 

getting their lessons in the fall and winter, 

the youngsters are turned out for 60-90 

days, then Diamond D’s staff gets them 

back up and ready to go to the races. When 

the 2-year-olds head out to the racetrack, 

they’re up to breezing half-miles.

As for Rachel, Dodwell said, “We had her 

dam (Lotta Kim), who was a stakes horse, so 

we thought Rachel had the talent for that. But I 

couldn’t have told you she was going to win the 

Preakness (Stakes, gr. I). Nobody knew she had 

the that kind of heart till later on.”

WooDforD
With top-notch facilities spanning more 

than 1,304 acres in Central Kentucky and Cen-

tral Florida, Woodford Thoroughbreds offers 

a broad range of quality services and two safe 

environments for horses of all ages and train-

ing levels.

In Florida, an 80-stall training center fea-

tures a five-furlong dirt track complete with a 

six-stall starting gate. There is also a 11⁄2-mile 

European turf gallop at the training division—

a unique and well-maintained surface that al-

lows young horses to take part in group train-

ing while aiding older runners in the recovery 

process after surgery. Ample turnout space 

and several round pens, along with a walker, 

provide youngsters and those undergoing re-

habilitation with everything they need to get 

ready for the races.

The viewing stand at the Florida train-

ing track offers air-conditioned comfort for 

connections who want to watch their hors-

es, and the 14-barn farm has a guest house 

for clients who come to visit. The farm also 

stands five stallions, and its training and 

yearling sales prep program has given a 

start to top contenders such as Cairo Prince 

and Stopchargingmaria.

Woodford Thoroughbreds general manager 

Matt Lyons said the program at the Florida 

branch has developed under the supervision 

of farm trainer John Gleason, who came to 

Woodford last season with more than 18 years 

in the industry. Prior to his Woodford engage-

ment, Gleason spent 12 years breaking Over-

brook’s horses with Brian Rice at Woodside 

Ranch.

“I’ve been so impressed with John’s level of 

horsemanship,” Lyons said. “He tailors a train-

ing program for each particular horse and he’s 

very hands-on with the breaking and training.”

Gleason puts extra emphasis on gate 

work with young horses as part of their solid  

foundation.

“They go to the gate most days, either walk-

ing through going to work or coming home,” 

Lyons said. “When trainers get them, we get a 

lot of nice feedback about how good they are 

in the gate because it’s part of their lives from 

when they start training.”

In Kentucky, 304 acres with five barns 

and 92 stalls make up Woodford’s main 

breeding operation. Small paddocks 

keep foals safe and near their mothers, 

while larger fields allow yearlings to en-

gage with each other as part of their vital  

development. 

Lyons said the farm has continued its ex-

pansion into the 2-year-old marketplace, a 

foray begun in 2013.

“We had some very nice pinhooks this year, 

which were encouraging,” he remarked. “Our 

training program also allows us to put the 

progeny of our stallions into the market and 

sell them as 2-year-olds.”  B

Diamond D Ranch  
Graded stakes horses and 

classic winners Amie’s Dini, 
Livi MacKenzie, Shesakitty, 

Taptam, Chief of Affairs,

Silver City, Warrior Maid,

Gran Lioness, Rapid Proof, 
Baghdaria to name a few.

We are a full fledged licensed training facility designed to produce your next champion. 

Diamond D Ranch offers the following Services:

BREAKING ◆ BOARDING ◆ LAY-UPS ◆ REHABILITATION ◆ SALES AGENT 
 SALES PREP ◆ RACE PREP ◆ TRAINING FACILITY
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Start Your Journey With Us...

...Rachel Alexandra Did

Jimmy  “Scooter” Dodwell, General Manager, Cell 1-903-450-7153
4509 Diamond D Rd. • Lone Oak, TX 75453 • 1-903-662-5111 

Visit us at www.diamonddthoroughbreds.com

Diamond D Ranch trainees have gone on to win over 340 
stakes since 1981!  2014 stakes winners include Proceed, 

Promise Me Silver, Fifthyshadesofgold, Aces N Jacks,  
Scooter’s Choice and Sir Genghis!

Diamond  D  Ranch

Offi ce 803.245.6189 Bamberg, SC

Cell 803.664.4101 Better Business Bureau accredited

Educating and conditioning the complete horse

C WES CARTER TRAINING STABLE

TRAINING TRACK

SWIMMING

STARTING GATE

DAILY TURNOUT

Mind,
Body
 & Spirit

Racehorses for sale at all times

NOW ACCEPTING HORSES

 Three 2YO New York Breds for Sale
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