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T
he Roman numeral in back of Don Ameche III’s name not only denotes his 
ancestral lineage, it also marks the third generation of his family that has been 
involved in the Thoroughbred business.

Having entered the world of horses just five years ago, Ameche, 51, has all ready 
made his mark as the breeder of Necessary Evil, the 2-year-old bay filly by Harlan’s 
Holiday—Song and Danz, by Unbridled’s Song, who beat the boys in July in the Hol-
lywood Juvenile Championship Stakes (gr. III). Following that up with a second in the 
Sorrento Stakes (gr. III) at Del Mar, just down the road from Ameche’s home in Mission 
Viejo, Necessary Evil is recovering from surgery that removed chips from her leg and is 
being pointed toward a 3-year-old season by trainer Doug O’Neill.

If the Ameche name sounds familiar, it should. Ameche’s 
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(continued on page 4572)

Don Ameche Jr., left, and son Don Ameche III continue actor Don Ameche's
involvement with Thoroughbreds
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Acting Out

B Y  L E N N Y  S H U L M A N

Don Ameche III continues his famous 

family’s run with horses
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John C. Harris, President 

David E. McGlothlin, Horse Division Manager

Dr. Jeanne Bowers, Resident Veterinarian

California’s Sire Source 
for Breeders’ Cup Success!

CEE’S TIZZY
Relaunch-Tizly, by Lyphard

A remarkable Breeders’ Cup sire record of two

“Classic” wins, 1 second, 1 third from 5 starts.

Fee: $6,000 Live Foal

HIGH BRITE
Best Turn-Spray, by Forli 

Annual progeny earnings have surpassed

$1 million in each of the past 16 years.

Fee: $3,000 Live Foal 

REDATTORE
Roi Normand-Political Intrigue, by Deputy Minister 

Champion sire of four G1 winners and Compari,
a $250,000 stakes winner at Hollywood Park.

Fee: $2,500 Live Foal 

STORMY JACK
Bertrando-Tiny Kristin, by Steelinctive

California Horse of the Year Bob Black Jack set

the highest Beyer ratings at Santa Anita in 2008.

Fee: $2,500 Live Foal

SWISS YODELER
Eastern Echo-Drapeau, by Raja Baba  

One of only two California sires represented by

a Breeders’ Cup and Eclipse Award champion.

Fee: $6,000 Live Foal

TIZBUD
Cee’s Tizzy-Cee’s Song, by Seattle Song

Only stakes-winning brother at stud to 2-time 

Breeders’ Cup Classic-G1 winner Tiznow.

Fee: $3,000 Live Foal

LUCKY PULPIT
Pulpit-Lucky Soph, by Cozzene 

Stakes winner by the sire of Tapit, represented

by fi rst and second-crop Breeders’ Cup winners.

Fee: $2,500 Live Foal

SINGLETARY
Sultry Song-Joiski’s Star, by Star de Naskra

Breeders’ Cup champion’s fi rst winners include

open maiden special winner Dislitleliteomine.

Fee: $2,500 Live Foal

LUCKY J. H. 
Cee’s Tizzy-Lucky C. H., by A. P. Indy

Graded winner of $632,065 won or placed

in 15 of 20 starts from 6 1/2 to 9 furlongs. 

Entering Stud: $1,500 Live Foal

27366 W. Oakland Ave. • Coalinga, CA 93210

Tel: (800) 311-6211 or (559) 884-2859 • Fax: (559) 884-2855

www.harrisfarms.com • E-Mail: davemcglothlin@harrisfarms.com

Grade I winner Cost of Freedom
defeated a nose and a head in this

year’s Breeders’ Cup Sprint is the

third son of Cee’s Tizzy to fi nish

among the top three in a Grade I
Breeders’ Cup event.

Also standing: 

DOWNTOWN SEATTLE
Seattle-Slew-Soviet Problem • $1,000 Live Foal

Stud fees are payable at foaling 

All stallions are nominated to the Breeders’ Cup.
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2009 Leading Sires in California
State sire lists updated daily online. 

Go to http://breeding.bloodhorse.

com/sirelists.asp

For stallions that stand, will stand, or stood (deceased) in California (exported stallions are excluded), and have runners in North America. Listed below are all available statistics for the Northern Hemisphere through December 2, 
2009. As supplied to The Blood-Horse by The Jockey Club Information Systems Inc., earnings exclude monies from Japan and Hong Kong. *Foal counts include Southern Hemisphere. Cumulative stakes winners includes all countries.  
(A ¶ indicates a sire represented by his first crop to race).

R
a

n
k

Stallion (Foaling Year, Sire), Farm Standing
2010

Stud Fee
Rnrs/
Wnrs

Stakes
Wnrs/
Wns

Rstrct 
SW/

BT SW (Chief Earner, Earnings)
2009

Earnings

Cumulative

Foals
Stks
Wnrs

*A-E
Index

*Comp
Index

1 UNUSUAL HEAT (90, Nureyev), Old English Rancho N/A 139/74 9/11 6/9 (The Usual Q. T., $438,670) $4,997,330 *418 24 2.17 1.06
2 SILIC (FR) (95, Sillery), Getaway Thoroughbred Farm $3,500 39/15 1/3 0/1 (Gladiatorus, $3,297,720) $3,700,584 *116 1 1.04 0.96
3 BENCHMARK (91, Alydar), River Edge Farm $4,000 172/88 5/7 2/5 (Grazen, $245,000) $2,800,322 498 26 1.33 1.19
4 STORMIN FEVER (94, Storm Cat), Golden Eagle Farm $5,000 158/69 3/4 0/3 (Biofuel, $305,436) $2,480,956 *537 24 1.23 1.51
5 SALT LAKE (89, Deputy Minister), Golden Eagle Farm $5,000 133/84 2/5 1/2 (Nicks, $130,742) $2,356,211 *1116 48 1.45 1.43
6 IN EXCESS (IRE) (87, Siberian Express), Vessels Stallion Farm $12,500 127/67 6/12 0/6 (Repo, $191,322) $2,347,174 841 59 1.81 1.46
7 KAFWAIN (00, Cherokee Run), Tommy Town Thoroughbreds $5,000 117/62 4/6 0/4 (Don't Forget Gil, $240,972) $2,295,176 239 9 1.14 1.35
8 BERTRANDO (89, Skywalker), River Edge Farm $8,000 133/59 3/4 2/3 (Liberian Freighter, $191,000) $2,169,243 844 50 1.45 1.60
9 DEPUTY COMMANDER (94, Deputy Minister), Ballena Vista Farm Died, 2009 155/70 2/5 0/2 (Shawanaga, $148,275) $2,148,957 *540 23 1.28 1.67

10 SEA OF SECRETS (95, Storm Cat), Ballena Vista Farm $3,000 142/75 2/2 1/2 (Hermosillo, $150,420) $1,800,479 *309 17 1.02 1.12
11 OLD TOPPER (95, Gilded Time), Tommy Town Thoroughbreds $3,000 134/84 2/4 1/2 (Shifty Time, $92,877) $1,768,466 351 13 1.08 0.92
12 SWISS YODELER (94, Eastern Echo), Harris Farms $6,000 156/79 1/1 0/1 (Alpine Yodel, $100,262) $1,708,973 542 20 1.13 1.07
13 TRIBAL RULE (96, Storm Cat), River Edge Farm $6,000 66/37 4/5 2/4 (Georgie Boy, $255,000) $1,617,110 154 12 1.60 1.08
14 LIT DE JUSTICE (90, El Gran Senor), Magali Farms N/A 92/41 4/5 2/4 (Bestdressed, $154,788) $1,433,865 375 21 1.33 1.20
15 LORD CARSON (92, Carson City) Died, 2005 75/40 3/3 3/3 (You Lift Me Up, $160,537) $1,253,697 464 27 1.18 1.31
16 HIGH BRITE (84, Best Turn), Harris Farms $5,000 102/52 0/0 0/0 (Enriched, $186,160) $1,206,268 *870 44 1.07 1.20
17 BIRDONTHEWIRE (89, Proud Birdie), Madera Thoroughbreds $3,500 31/15 1/2 0/1 (It's a Bird, $911,100) $1,204,961 *235 9 1.32 1.42
18 CEE'S TIZZY (87, Relaunch), Harris Farms $6,000 85/46 2/2 1/2 (Cost of Freedom, $222,953) $1,151,864 673 38 1.75 1.18
19 VALID WAGER (92, Valid Appeal) Died, 2007 104/54 2/3 1/2 (U R All That I Am, $134,810) $1,144,190 489 18 1.09 1.25
20 ATTICUS (92, Nureyev), Magali Farms $4,000 83/29 2/3 0/2 (Strawberry Tart, $181,745) $1,134,625 375 11 1.14 1.59
21 FORMAL GOLD (93, Black Tie Affair), Rancho San Miguel $2,500 92/43 1/1 0/1 (Semaphore Man, $136,394) $1,119,081 383 19 1.26 1.47
22 DECARCHY (97, Distant View), Magali Farms $4,000 68/34 0/0 0/0 (Blame the Wine, $67,020) $963,651 133 2 0.98 1.06
23 TEN MOST WANTED (00, Deputy Commander), Magali Farms $4,000 66/35 0/0 0/0 (Karakorum Fugitive, $142,190) $959,993 109 0 0.64 1.30
24 SIBERIAN SUMMER (89, Siberian Express), Victory Rose Thoroughbreds $3,500 76/35 1/1 0/1 (Surf Town, $95,700) $881,870 338 11 1.05 0.91
25 BEAU GENIUS (85, Bold Ruckus), Ballena Vista Farm Pnsd 80/34 2/3 1/2 (Niner Genius, $95,524) $767,974 *727 39 1.23 1.19
26 MUQTARIB (96, Gone West), Victory Rose Thoroughbreds Pnsd 62/25 2/3 0/2 (Devoted Magic, $175,540) $706,041 *256 4 0.61 0.95
27 PERFECT MANDATE (96, Gone West), Old English Rancho $7,500 49/29 1/1 1/1 (Run Brother Ron, $88,100) $696,811 198 10 1.07 1.29
28 ROAR (93, Forty Niner) Died, 2008 71/31 1/1 0/1 (Orphan Brigade, $92,509) $688,869 *613 17 1.53 1.40
29 COMIC STRIP (95, Red Ransom), Rancho San Miguel $1,500 72/36 0/0 0/0 (Monstrip, $72,260) $663,327 258 8 0.80 1.21
30 GAME PLAN (93, Danzig), E. A. Ranches N/A 66/33 1/2 0/1 (Highland Games, $59,696) $611,565 329 22 0.90 0.84
31 HIGH DEMAND (97, Danzig) N/A 31/14 1/2 0/1 (Tommy Danzigger, $221,858) $607,909 98 1 0.96 1.30
32 MARINO MARINI (00, Storm Cat), Rancho San Miguel $3,500 42/20 2/2 0/2 (Chars Problem, $74,340) $600,078 97 2 0.87 1.13
33 CRAFTY C. T. (98, Crafty Prospector), Windfall Farms $5,000 31/19 0/0 0/0 (Dapper Devil, $71,490) $596,303 *74 1 0.92 0.95
34 FLAME THROWER (98, Saint Ballado), Oak Hill Farm $3,500 51/23 0/0 0/0 (Hickory Gray, $53,340) $591,215 144 1 0.86 1.12
35 REDATTORE (BRZ) (95, Roi Normand), Harris Farms $2,500 31/16 1/5 1/1 (Compari, $183,000) $574,178 *196 1 1.00 1.23
36 ONE MAN ARMY (94, Roman Diplomat), KingsWay Farm N/A 23/12 3/3 2/3 (M One Rifle, $198,572) $573,916 62 4 1.30 0.91
37 POTEEN (94, Irish River), Old English Rancho $1,500 25/12 1/1 0/1 (Star Nicholas, $186,366) $551,719 71 3 0.89 0.80
38 FREESPOOL (96, Geiger Counter), Special T Thoroughbreds $2,000 60/26 0/0 0/0 (Reel Danger, $48,025) $528,762 127 1 0.49 0.84
39 BEHRENS (94, Pleasant Colony), Victory Rose Thoroughbreds $4,000 60/22 0/0 0/0 (Weggie, $57,805) $518,666 182 0 0.60 1.53
40 KELLY KIP (94, Kipper Kelly), Vinewood Farms $4,000 27/13 1/1 1/1 (Olde Glamour, $154,147) $511,511 104 2 1.15 1.03
41 RIO VERDE (92, Nureyev), Lovacres Ranch N/A 62/30 0/0 0/0 (Grace Upon Grace, $77,170) $493,075 215 3 0.60 0.87
42 GENERAL MEETING (88, Seattle Slew) Died, 2006 33/15 2/4 0/2 (Century Park, $177,296) $477,960 *471 34 1.89 1.61
43 MUD ROUTE (94, Strawberry Road), Special T Thoroughbreds $2,500 44/20 0/0 0/0 (Our Road Scholar, $53,610) $460,763 235 6 0.86 0.96
44 BARTOK (IRE) (91, Fairy King) N/A 46/14 0/0 0/0 (Novato, $76,120) $428,584 201 7 1.10 0.93
45 RICHLY BLENDED (98, Rizzi) Died, 2006 39/20 1/1 0/1 (Ultra Blend, $119,922) $415,841 117 2 0.77 0.81
46 DIXIE DOT COM (95, Dixie Brass) Died, 2007 46/24 0/0 0/0 (Dixie Magic, $59,020) $391,050 111 1 0.65 1.14
47 GOTHAM CITY (98, Saint Ballado), Applebite Farms $2,000 31/18 0/0 0/0 (The Bat Signal, $71,480) $379,613 87 0 0.89 1.02
48 FREE HOUSE (94, Smokester) Died, 2004 30/13 0/0 0/0 (Spinning Yarns, $111,284) $376,776 181 5 0.98 1.56
49 ILLINOIS STORM (93, Storm Cat), Ponzo Equine Center N/A 40/14 0/0 0/0 (Shadow of Illinois, $184,760) $361,216 183 3 0.68 1.01
50 GLOBALIZE (97, Summer Squall), Victory Rose Thoroughbreds $4,000 41/22 0/0 0/0 (Glo Bou Liza, $29,141) $359,594 97 1 0.78 0.81
51 WESTERN FAME (92, Gone West), Applebite Farms $2,500 42/20 0/0 0/0 (Sittytwofitty, $32,948) $351,770 254 13 0.96 0.83
52 ALYMAGIC (86, Alydar), Daehling Ranch $1,000 21/6 0/0 0/0 (Phantom Ali, $91,540) $350,444 84 0 0.70 0.80
53 SMOKESTER (88, Never Tabled) Died, 2005 32/15 0/0 0/0 (Angus, $82,980) $348,807 403 12 1.39 1.27
54 ROYAL CAT (96, Storm Cat), Old English Rancho $2,000 38/16 0/0 0/0 (Sidepocket Cat, $41,360) $338,999 123 0 0.60 1.08
55 CAPSIZED (96, Summer Squall), Oak Hill Farm N/A 42/15 0/0 0/0 (Nitro Active, $87,560) $317,803 77 0 0.61 0.83
56 ¶ SOUTHERN IMAGE (00, Halo's Image), Rancho San Miguel $5,000 35/12 0/0 0/0 (Privilaged, $52,838) $311,446 *117 0 0.59 1.52
57 IRON CAT (95, Storm Cat), Oak Hill Farm $2,500 29/14 0/0 0/0 (Newport Lulu, $53,060) $307,105 105 3 1.00 0.93
58 FLYING CONTINENTAL (86, Flying Paster) Died, 2004 42/13 0/0 0/0 (Lupita'sluckyangel, $96,072) $306,414 493 23 0.93 1.09
59 MOMENTUM (98, Nureyev), Vessels Stallion Farm $5,000 36/10 0/0 0/0 (Catsalot, $112,100) $305,696 79 0 0.56 1.10
60 ROMAN DANCER (99, Polish Numbers), Cottonwood Creek Ranch N/A 17/9 1/1 1/1 (Camille C, $154,021) $294,970 37 2 0.84 1.05
61 OLYMPIO (88, Naskra), Victory Rose Thoroughbreds $4,000 32/14 2/2 0/2 (Kalookan Dancer, $75,462) $279,759 *479 30 1.14 1.35
62 RHYTHM (87, Mr. Prospector) Died, 2007 28/14 0/0 0/0 (Bad Sneakers, $40,941) $249,596 *820 11 1.29 1.17
63 POPULAR (99, Saint Ballado), Cottonwood Creek Ranch N/A 17/6 0/0 0/0 (Adonia, $53,560) $224,039 27 0 0.83 1.03
64 SNOWBOUND (95, Meadowlake), Burns Ranch N/A 51/25 1/3 0/1 (Sun City, $35,328) $219,879 292 14 0.40 0.45
65 NINEELEVEN (93, Phone Trick), Lovacres Ranch N/A 31/13 1/1 0/1 (Call Aly, $25,860) $218,939 116 5 0.65 0.76
66 RAINBOW BLUES (IRE) (93, Bluebird), Applebite Farms Pnsd 21/11 0/0 0/0 (Tudor Blue, $93,780) $213,642 74 1 0.73 1.17
67 SUANCES (GB) (97, Most Welcome), Rancho Temescal $3,500 9/4 1/1 1/1 (Feisty Suances, $116,000) $206,110 33 1 1.56 1.71
68 STORMY JACK (97, Bertrando), Harris Farms $2,500 29/11 0/0 0/0 (Daylight Storm, $72,400) $192,669 60 1 1.07 0.67
69 TANNERSMYMAN (98, Lord Carson), Woodbridge Farm $2,500 15/3 1/1 0/1 (Autism Awareness, $145,078) $189,976 40 1 1.19 0.78
70 MR. BROAD BLADE (96, Broad Brush), Magali Farms $2,000 9/5 0/0 0/0 (Justdontcallmejeri, $115,232) $183,861 40 1 0.79 0.96

*A-E and COMPARABLE INDEX: The lifetime Average-Earnings Index indicates how much purse money the progeny of one sire has earned, on the average, in relation to the 
average earnings of all runners in the same years; average earnings of all runners in any year is represented by an index of 1.00. The Comparable Index indicates the average 
earnings of progeny produced from mares bred to one sire, when these same mares were bred to other sires. Only 32% of all sires have a lifetime AEI higher than their mares 
Comparable Index.

http://breeding.bloodhorse


2010 Stud Fee:

$5,000 LFG

STORMIN FEVER's 2-year-old daughter BIOFUEL
is shown drawing off by 4 1/2 lengths in the Mazarine
S. (G3) at Woodbine on Polytrack. BIOFUEL most
recently ran a respectable 4th after coming from
behind to endure a troubled trip in the stretch and
was beaten by only 2 lengths in the $2-million
Breeders' Cup Juvenile Fillies (G1). Earnings
$305,436 in only 5 starts.

STORMIN FEVER is the #1 Leading Juvenile Sire in
California and Nationally Ranked Top-15 Sire

of 2-Year-Olds With 17 Juvenile Winners!

GOLDEN EAGLE FARM
27236 Highway 78 East
Ramona, California 92065-6703
Janine McCullough, General Manager
Toll Free: (877) 34-EAGLE • 760-789-2821
Fax: 760-788-8377
www.goldeneaglefarm.com

SSSTTTOOORRRMMMIIINNN FFF EEEVVVEEERRR
Storm Cat-Pennant Fever, by Seattle Slew

• Sire of an impressive 17 2-YR-Old Winners, including 3-time 
Group-placed King Ledley ($310,940) and Mambo Fever
($56,300), ran second in the Tempted S. (G3) at Aqueduct 
on Nov. 7.

• 15 Stakes Horses of 2009, including Gardenia S. (G3) winner
WHIRLIE BERTIE ($205,449) and CA Stakes Winner SHEM
($204,286).

• Sire of Grade 1 winners SWEET TALKER ($1,098,723) and 
TARLOW ($439,740).

PiedraPhotos.com

http://www.goldeneaglefarm.com
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grandfather was the noted television, 
radio, film, and Broadway performer 
of the same name who first made his 
mark in the 1930s with the film Alex-
ander’s Ragtime Band and continued 
with Heaven Can Wait. After his long 
career had slowed down, Ameche ex-
perienced a brilliant resurgence late in 
life when he starred with Eddie Mur-
phy, Dan Aykroyd, and Ralph Bellamy 
in 1983’s Trading Places, and followed 
that up two years later with Cocoon, for 
which he won an Academy Award as 
Best Supporting Actor.

The actor was one of the Hollywood 
set that popularized Del Mar at its in-
ception in the 1930s, along with oth-
ers such as Bing Crosby. His son, Don 

Ameche Jr., said his father claimed a horse in 1937 for $3,500 and lost it 
a week later, marking his first dip into Thoroughbreds. In 1945 Ameche 
bought a couple of horses that included Sir Bim, who won that year’s San 
Felipe Stakes at Santa Anita under John Longden for trainer Hurst Phil-
pot, bringing back $19,235 to the owner. 

“That was the only stakes horse he had,” Don Ameche Jr., the middle 
man of the three generations of Ameches in the horse business, stated. 
“In 1950 he moved to New York and got out of the horses. He moved 
back to the West Coast around 1978 to do movies again, and he bought 
a couple of mares and got involved in the 

2009 California Sires 
By 2-Year-Old Winners

Stks 2yos
2yo
Rnrs

2yo
Wnrs

Old Topper ..............................79 ........................38 ........................... 22

Stormin Fever .........................60 ........................35 ............................17

Swiss Yodeler .........................63 ........................32 ............................16

Southern Image ................... 117 ........................35 ............................12

Ministers Wild Cat ..................48 ........................24 ............................10

Kafwain ...................................68 ........................25 ..............................9

In Excess (IRE) ......................60 ........................18 ..............................8

Bertrando ...............................49 ........................16 ..............................7

Marino Marini .........................63 ........................21 ..............................6

Benchmark .............................62 ........................21 ..............................6

Freespool ...............................53 ........................18 ..............................6

Atticus .....................................64 ........................ 11 ..............................5

Rio Verde ................................28 ........................14 ..............................5

Snowbound ............................28 ........................ 11 ..............................5

Globalize ................................26 ........................14 ..............................5

Ten Most Wanted ...................32 ........................13 ..............................4

Salt Lake ................................44 ........................ 11 ..............................4

Formal Gold ...........................46 ........................16 ..............................4

Decarchy ................................37 ........................13 ..............................4

Redattore (BRZ) .....................33 ..........................6 ..............................4

Terrell ......................................27 ..........................9 ..............................3

Singletary ...............................32 ........................12 ..............................3

High Brite ...............................31 ..........................8 ..............................3

Valid Wager ............................31 ........................ 11 ..............................3

Western Fame ........................23 ..........................5 ..............................3

Nineeleven .............................15 ..........................9 ..............................3

Deputy Commander ..............42 ........................13 ..............................3

Sea of Secrets .......................22 ..........................9 ..............................3

Tribal Rule ..............................19 ..........................6 ..............................3

Capsized ................................14 ..........................7 ..............................3

Jackpot ...................................15 ..........................4 ..............................3

(continued on page 4576)

(continued from page 4568)

“My dad would go to the barn all the time 

and feed cubes of sugar to Whirlaway.”
D O N  A M E C H E  J R . 

Necessary Evil and Joel Rosario win the Hollywood Juvenile Championship in July 

A
N

N
E

 M
. 

E
B

E
R

H
A

R
D

T

Famous actor Don Ameche
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Southern Image

Inquiries to Clay Murdock  /  P.O. Box 741, San Miguel, CA 93451

PH: (805) 467-3847  /  FX: (805) 467-3919  /  EM: ransanmig@tcsn.net  /  www.ranchosanmiguel.net

He’s back in california!!!

C o m m i t t e d  t o  B r e e d i n g  Q u a l i t y

All Stallions are Breeders’ Cup Eligible  /  No Booking Fees for 2010 Seasons
Stud Fees are payable Oct. 1 of year bred

Fee: $5,000

ALSO STANDING

Comic Strip  /  Formal Gold  /  McCann’s Mojave  /  Sought After

Halo’s image — pleasant dixie, by dixieland band
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California’s Leading Freshman Sire 

#1 By 2009 Progeny Earnings 

#1 By 2009 Stakes Performers 

#1 By 2009 Juvenile Winners

Sire of ELEVEN First Crop Winners, including...
■ PRIVILAGED – Del Mar Maiden Special winner by 3 ¾ lengths first out and placed in Santa Anita’s Jack Goodman S.

■ WINNING IMAGE – From 3 Starts, 11¾-length Maiden Special winner, 5¾-length Allowance winner & Stakes-placed 

in New York

■ BEST BE QUICK – 6¾-length Allowance winner & twice Stakes-placed in first 4 starts

■ SOUTHERN FIREBALL – Hollywood Maiden Special 2nd time out by 4¼ lengths setting a New Track Record, returned 

on-the-board in the Cinderella S.

Three-time Grade 1 winner earning over $1.8 Million
■ Grade 1 Winner on Both Coasts ■ Grade 1 Santa Anita Handicap – 113 Beyer ■ Grade 1 Pimlico Special 

Handicap – 118 Beyer ■ Grade 1 Malibu Stakes at three ■ Won the $1,000,000 Sunshine Millions Classic

Rancho San
 Miguel

mailto:ransanmig@tcsn.net
http://www.ranchosanmiguel.net
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breeding side.”
The actor purchased the mare Arctic 

Swing in 1990 and bred Ferrara, by Ca-
pote, out of her. Racing as a homebred, 
Ferrara placed in six graded stakes and 
earned $237,400. According to his son, 
the elder Ameche named all his horses 
after notable Italians or Italian cities.

“We were at Del Mar in 1993, and my 
father was dying,” said Don Ameche Jr. 
“But he spent the whole meet there, and 
for the first time since 1945, he was win-
ning races with horses he owned and/or 
bred; he must have won three or four races 
that summer. Ferrara broke his maiden 
then. After Dad died, my brother and I 
took over, but we didn’t have the capital, 

so we started liquidating the horses. We 
sold half of Ferrara to R.D. Hubbard, and 
later I sold the horse to Walmac, where 
he stood. (Ferrara stands in Oklahoma 
today.) Eventually, my brother dropped 
out, and my daughter, Kathleen, and I 
bought the mare Gilded Thunderbird 
in 2001 and got back in the game. Then 
Don III came in for a piece of that mare 
as well.”

But before we get to Don Ameche III’s 
increasing presence in the business, it is 
well worth sharing the remembrances of 
his father, who had the benefit of being 
around and living and hearing the great 
stories of his own father, who was friends 
with so many greats of the game.

“I’ve met so many wonderful people 
because of my dad,” said Don Ameche 
Jr. “He was a great friend, for instance of 
Ben Jones, the great trainer for Calumet. 
My dad would go to the barn all the time 
and feed cubes of sugar to Whirlaway. 
Dad had that very distinct, deep voice, 
and one day Ben stopped him before he 
got to the barn. ‘Listen,’ said Ben, ‘when 
you come in here, you’ve got to keep your 
mouth shut until you get down there to 

2009 California First-Crop Sires
By Earnings

Sire   
Named 
Foals Rnrs Wnrs

Stks 
Wnrs         Earnings

Southern Image ..................................................... 117 ........................................ 35 ............................................ 12 ............................................0 ..........................................$311,446

Ministers Wild Cat ....................................................48 ........................................ 24 ............................................ 10 ............................................0 ......................................... $152,062

Strive ........................................................................23 .......................................... 4 .............................................. 1 ............................................1 .......................................... $107,870

Singletary .................................................................32 ........................................ 12 .............................................. 3 ............................................0 ........................................... $69,194

Our New Recruit ......................................................13 .......................................... 5 .............................................. 2 ............................................0 ........................................... $50,007

Terrell ........................................................................27 .......................................... 9 .............................................. 3 ............................................0 ............................................$47,207

Calkins Road ..............................................................5 .......................................... 2 .............................................. 2 ............................................0 ........................................... $38,020

Supah Blitz ...............................................................11 .......................................... 5 .............................................. 1 ............................................0 ............................................$37,808

(continued from page 4572)

AWESOME SPIRIT  
~ Fee: $2,000
Awesome Again – Tizsweet,  

by Cee’s Tizzy

•  Winning son of G1 Breeders’ Cup 
Classic winner AWESOME AGAIN, 

sire of 4 G1 Breeders’ Cup winners.
•  Out of a full sister to 2-time G1 

Breeders’ Cup Classic winner,  
champion, and leading sire 
TIZNOW.

COUNCIL MEMBER  
~ Fee: $4,000
Seattle Slew – Zoe Montana,  

by Seeking the Gold

•  Group/Graded-performer on dirt & 
turf. SW of $347,306.

•  One of sire of sires SEATTLE SLEW’s 
last sons at stud.

•  Family of EVENT OF THE YEAR 

and HALF A YEAR.
• First foals arrive in 2010.

FREESPOOL  
~ Fee: $2,000
Geiger Counter – Broadtail,  

by Olden Times

•  2009 Top 4 Calif. Third Crop Sire 

by money and winners
•  2009 Top-10 Calif. Sire of 2YOs with 

six winners to date led by Santa 
Anita 2yo MSW Uncle Rudy.

•  Also sire of SW JOE’S CANNON  

and  2009 SP Trulu.

LASERSPORT  
~ Fee: $2,500
Gilded Time – Beamy, by Forty Niner

•  Graded Stakes Winner who was 
undefeated at two.

• By Champion 2yo GILDED TIME. 
•  Sire of Laser Point, winner in con-

secutive Santa Anita starts and 2 
placed runners from 3 starters.

 TASKMASTER  
~ Fee: $1,000
A.P. Indy – Zuri, by Danzig

•  Sire of 7 winners, including SWs 
SCRUMPY ($188,660) and  
PEACEFUL TURZIA ($93,049).

•  Gorgeous, well-bred son of  
Leading Sire A.P. INDY.

•  Family of G1 Breeders’ Cup Mile 
winner SINGLETARY.

The Special T Stallions for 2010

Rick Taylor, 35325 De Portola,  

Temecula, CA 92592 • www.SpecialTFarm.com

PH: (951) 303-0313 • FX: (951) 303-0613 •  

EM: SpecTB@aol.com

“These folks are

like family.”
B E RT  W E L K E R 

http://www.SpecialTFarm.com
mailto:SpecTB@aol.com


As a Sire:

■ #1 By 2009 Stakes Wins, with 12

■  Co-Leader Amongst Leading Active Sires  
by Lifetime Grade 1 SWs

■  Co-Leader Amongst Leading Active Sires  
by Lifetime Graded SWs

■   #2 By 2009 Stakes Winners, with 6

■  #2 Amongst Leading Active Sires  
by Lifetime Graded SWs, with 59

■ #3 By 2009 West-Region Bred Earnings

■ #4 By 2009 Earnings, with $2,289,255

As a Broodmare Sire:

■   #1 Leading Dirt Broodmare Sire 

by 2009 West-Region Bred Earnings

■  #2 Leading Turf Broodmare Sire  

by 2009 West-Region Bred Earnings

■  #2 Leading Sprint Broodmare Sire 

by 2009 West-Region Bred Earnings

■  Broodmare Sire of Six 2009 Stakes Winners, 

headed by record-setting Grade 1 2YO SW 

HOT DIXIE CHICK, winner of the G1 Spinaway 

and G3 Schuylerville S., both at Saratoga.

Also Standing: Jackpot • Momentum

Siberian Express – Kantado, by Saulingo • 2010 Fee: $12,500

Continuously Breeding Quality Horses For Quality Horsemen 

www.VesselsStallionFarm.com

760-414-3300

IN EXCESS (ire) 
Of Talent

Setting the Standard in California
As a Sire and Broodmare Sire

P.O. Box 776, Bonsall, CA 92003  •  Fax: 760.414.3304 •  email: vesselsfrm@aol.com

Kevin Dickson, farm manager  •  David Stone, DVM, resident veterinarian

mailto:vesselsfrm@aol.com
http://www.vesselsstallionfarm.com
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Whirlaway’s stall, because he hears you 
at the other end of the barn and goes 
crazy looking for the sugar. He’s going to 
hurt himself.’

“Eddie Arcaro was a great friend of my 
dad’s, and became an adopted uncle. My 
dad was instrumental in putting together 

the Nashua-Swaps match race. He knew 
the owners of both horses and the owner 
of Washington Park in Chicago. I was liv-
ing there at the time, and my dad came in 
the day before the match race, so I took 
the train out from downtown to the track 
to meet him. It was raining like crazy and 

the track was sloppy and I’m dressed in 
my best business suit. I came around a 
corner near the jocks’ room just as they 
were coming off the track, and Eddie had 
just won with some longshot. He saw me, 
came running over covered in mud from 
head to foot, and jumped right on me. ‘Did 
you see that s.o.b.?’ he said. ‘I carried him 
the last eighth, and I got him there.’ He was 
so excited, and I was caked with mud.

“Eddie told me a story about another 
longshot he was riding, and he’d bet a 
good amount of money on it. They turned 
for home 10 lengths in front and then at 
the eighth pole the horse turned and ran 
right through the fence into the bushes. 
Eddie said, ‘I got so busy counting how 
much money I was gonna make, I forgot 
what I was doing.’ ”

With this sort of rich history behind it, 
it is no wonder the Ameche family seeks 
to continue to build its legacy in the sport. 
And it feels it has assembled the right 
team to do just that. Instrumental to the 
Ameche operation today is Bert Welker, 
the family’s bloodstock agent and advi-
sor, who keeps the Ameche mares at his 
Silverton Farm near Midway, Ky. The 
give-and-take between the Ameches and 
Welker makes it obvious this is a team 
that is enjoying not only the results of its 
operation, but the path in getting there 
as well.

2009 California Sires 
By Winners

Sire Rnrs Wnrs

Benchmark .....................................172 .................... 88

Old Topper ......................................134 .................... 84

Salt Lake ........................................133 .................... 84

Swiss Yodeler .................................156 .................... 79

Sea of Secrets ...............................142 .................... 75

Unusual Heat .................................139 .....................74

Deputy Commander ......................155 .................... 70

Stormin Fever .................................158 .................... 69

In Excess (IRE) ..............................127 .................... 67

Kafwain ........................................... 117 .................... 62

Bertrando .......................................133 .................... 59

Valid Wager ....................................104 .................... 54

High Brite .......................................102 .................... 52

Cee’s Tizzy .......................................85 .................... 46

Formal Gold .....................................92 .................... 43

Lit de Justice ....................................92 .................... 41

Lord Carson......................................75 .................... 40

Tribal Rule ........................................66 .................... 37

Comic Strip.......................................72 .................... 36

Siberian Summer .............................76 .................... 35

Ten Most Wanted .............................66 .................... 35

The Ameches have forged a strong relationship with their advisor, Bert Welker, the owner of Silverton Farm near Midway, Ky.

2009 California Sires 
By Stakes Winners

Sire Stks Wnrs Stks Wins

Unusual Heat ................................... 9 .......................11
In Excess (IRE) ................................ 6 ...................... 12
Benchmark ....................................... 5 ........................ 7
Kafwain ............................................. 4 ........................ 6
Lit de Justice .................................... 4 ........................ 5
Tribal Rule ........................................ 4 ........................ 5
Bertrando ......................................... 3 ........................ 4
Lord Carson...................................... 3 ........................ 3
One Man Army ................................. 3 ........................ 3
Stormin Fever ................................... 3 ........................ 3
Deputy Commander ........................ 2 ........................ 5
General Meeting .............................. 2 ........................ 4
Old Topper ........................................ 2 ........................ 4
Salt Lake .......................................... 2 ........................ 4
Atticus ............................................... 2 ........................ 3
Beau Genius .................................... 2 ........................ 3
Valid Wager ...................................... 2 ........................ 3
Cee’s Tizzy ....................................... 2 ........................ 2
Marino Marini ................................... 2 ........................ 2
Muqtarib ........................................... 2 ........................ 2
Olympio ............................................ 2 ........................ 2
Sea of Secrets ................................. 2 ........................ 2



http://www.tommytownfarms.com
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“The reason I’m in the horse business 
is my dad; the reason I’ve stayed in it and 
started to have some success is because of 
my friend Bert Welker,” said Don Ameche 
III. “My passion came from my dad urg-
ing me to come to the sales; I had been 
busy building a career and raising kids 
as a single dad, and I came down and met 
Bert and the mare I had in partnership 
with my dad and sister, and that was it. 
I’m in six mares deep now, and I’m just 
crazy about it.”

Ameche’s day job is with Oracle Corpo-
ration, a $20-billion software giant where 
he’s worked for 12 years. Today he runs 
a large sales team that sells the software 
that handles accounting and payroll sys-
tems to retail giants in North America 
such as Walmart, Sears, and Macy’s. 

In 2004 Welker picked out a Grind-
stone mare, Grandstone, for $52,000 that 
the younger Ameche and his sister each 
own 45% of, with their dad in for the 
other 10%. They sold a Medaglia d’Oro 

2010 Fee: $1,200 LFG (due Sept. 1 of year bred)

CLIFF SCHVANEVELDT FARM 

Inquiries to Kevin Hansen, 208-406-3473 or Cliff Schvaneveldt, 1401 N. 8th W., Preston, ID 83263

208-339-0325 • Fax 208-852-0833 • E-mail: khansen1@xmission.com

ProgenY earnings More THan $2.6 MiLLion!

Ranked 21st Nationally by % of Starters/Foals 
on Grayson-Jockey Club Research Foundation for durability and soundness indicators

82 Winners Led by Champion and G3SW BRAVE CHEROKEE,  
SW FABULOUS WULLY, and SP winner Rocket Rising. 

Winners in 2009 include the miler Collision ($137,428).
Sound, NORTHERN DANCER-line GSW who raced competively  

in Graded stakes company through age six.

a Perennial idaho Leading sire since 2003 
#1 in ’05, ’06, ’07 ~ #2 in 2008 & #3 in 2009

       FaBULoUs FroLiC
                 Green Dancer–Cherokee Frolic, by Cherokee Fellow

aggressiveDisCoUnTsFor earLY Bookings
graded

sW

(continued on page 4584)

A Bandini filly out of Ameche's mare Song and Danz sells for $45,000 at the Keeneland September sale
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Rancho San Miguel
2010 stallion roster

C o m m i t t e d  t o  B r e e d i n g  Q u a l i t y

No Booking Fees for 2010 Seasons - Stud Fees are payable Oct. 1 of year bred

one of the leading thoroughbred Farms in California
BOardiNg, BreediNg & FOaliNg  /  SaleS PreP  / lay-uPS & rehaBilitatiON

inquiries to Clay Murdock  /  P.o. Box 741, san Miguel, Ca 93451
PH: (805) 467-3847  /  FX: (805) 467-3919  /  eM: ransanmig@tcsn.net  /  www.ranchosanmiguel.net

COMIC STRIP
Red Ransom – now ThaT’s Funny, by saRaToga six

Sire of 70%Wnrs/Rnrs & 11% Stakes Horses – 50% being 2YOs
■ Fee: $1,500 live Foal

FORMAL GOLD
black Tie aFFaiR – ingoldsby, by scReen king

Sire of 13% Stakes Horses/Rnrs with 28% being Graded Performers
■ Fee: $2,500 live Foal

McCANN’S MOJAVE
memo – Joni u. baR,  by noRdic PRince

Record-Setting, Multiple Graded Stakes Winner of $1.5 Million
First Foals arrive in 2010  ■ Fee: $3,000 live Foal

SOUThERN IMAGE
halo’s image – PleasanT dixie  by dixieland band

California’s Leading Freshman Sire by money, winners, and SHs
■ Fee: $5,000 live Foal

SOUGHT AFTER
seeking The gold – smolensk,  by danzig

Sire of 71% Wnrs/Rnrs with 18% 2YO SPWs & Record Setters
■ Fee: $2,500 live Foal

MARINO MARINI
sToRm caT — halo ameRica,  by waquoiT

Sire of SW SHUDACUDAWUDYA (1st $62,900 Golden Nugget S. in 1:092⁄5).

■ Fee: $3,500 live Foal

mailto:ransanmig@tcsn.net
http://www.ranchosanmiguel.net
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2009 Leading Sires in Idaho
State sire lists updated daily online. 

Go to http://breeding.bloodhorse.

com/sirelists.asp

For stallions that stand, will stand, or stood (deceased) in Idaho (exported stallions are excluded), and have runners in North America. Listed below are all available statistics for the Northern Hemisphere through December 2, 2009. 
As supplied to The Blood-Horse by The Jockey Club Information Systems Inc., earnings exclude monies from Japan and Hong Kong. *Foal counts include Southern Hemisphere. Cumulative stakes winners includes all countries.  
(A ¶ indicates a sire represented by his first crop to race).

R
a

n
k

Stallion (Foaling Year, Sire), Farm Standing
2010

Stud Fee
Rnrs/
Wnrs

Stakes
Wnrs/
Wns

Rstrct 
SW/

BT SW (Chief Earner, Earnings)
2009

Earnings

Cumulative

Foals
Stks
Wnrs

*A-E
Index

*Comp
Index

1
¶ CAUSE UR MINE (02, Giant's Causeway), Outback Stallion Station/
Tree Top Ranches

$750 5/2 1/2 0/1 (Our Minesweeper, $87,249) $94,808 31 1 1.22 0.38

2 TAVASCO (97, Tabasco Cat), Lawson Ranch $2,000 7/6 0/0 0/0 (Salsa Express, $27,780) $86,130 32 2 0.81 0.58
3 FABULOUS FROLIC (91, Green Dancer), Cliff Schvaneveldt Farm $1,200 16/6 0/0 0/0 (Collision, $24,613) $85,428 172 2 0.46 0.93
4 KINGS BLOOD (IRE) (95, Fairy King), Sutherland Farm $1,000 15/5 1/2 0/1 (Northern Blood, $16,551) $59,269 88 1 0.32 0.51

*A-E AND COMPARABLE INDEX: The lifetime Average-Earnings Index indicates how much purse money the progeny of one sire has earned, on the average, in relation to the 
average earnings of all runners in the same years; average earnings of all runners in any year is represented by an index of 1.00. The Comparable Index indicates the average 
earnings of progeny produced from mares bred to one sire, when these same mares were bred to other sires. Only 32% of all sires have a lifetime AEI higher than their mares 
Comparable Index.

2009 Leading Sires in Oregon
State sire lists updated daily online. 

Go to http://breeding.bloodhorse.

com/sirelists.asp

For stallions that stand, will stand, or stood (deceased) in Oregon (exported stallions are excluded), and have runners in North America. Listed below are all available statistics for the Northern Hemisphere through December 
2, 2009. As supplied to The Blood-Horse by The Jockey Club Information Systems Inc., earnings exclude monies from Japan and Hong Kong. *Foal counts include Southern Hemisphere. Cumulative stakes winners includes all 
countries.  (A ¶ indicates a sire represented by his first crop to race).

R
a
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k

Stallion (Foaling Year, Sire), Farm Standing
2010

Stud Fee
Rnrs/
Wnrs

Stakes
Wnrs/
Wns

Rstrct 
SW/

BT SW (Chief Earner, Earnings)
2009

Earnings

Cumulative

Foals
Stks
Wnrs

*A-E
Index

*Comp
Index

1 POLISH MINER (97, Danzig), Bar C Racing Stables $1,000 58/30 0/0 0/0 (Polish Smile, $113,754) $1,080,962 116 0 0.97 1.09
2 GRINDSTONE (93, Unbridled), Oakhurst Thoroughbreds $2,500 62/23 1/1 1/1 (Ashe's Cat, $63,700) $547,889 *417 16 1.24 1.65
3 HARBOR THE GOLD (01, Seeking the Gold), Bar C Racing Stables $3,000 22/12 3/7 0/3 (Koala Beach, $92,843) $354,001 39 5 0.89 0.55
4 SOFT GOLD (BRZ) (92, Fast Gold), Bar C Racing Stables $1,000 37/19 0/0 0/0 (Otisisgold, $31,054) $283,570 120 7 0.98 0.96
5 BAQUERO (95, Forty Niner), Oakhurst Thoroughbreds $1,000 34/17 2/4 0/2 (De Cantina, $28,087) $167,051 173 13 0.33 0.51

*A-E AND COMPARABLE INDEX: The lifetime Average-Earnings Index indicates how much purse money the progeny of one sire has earned, on the average, in relation to the 
average earnings of all runners in the same years; average earnings of all runners in any year is represented by an index of 1.00. The Comparable Index indicates the average 
earnings of progeny produced from mares bred to one sire, when these same mares were bred to other sires. Only 32% of all sires have a lifetime AEI higher than their mares 
Comparable Index.

2009 Leading Sires in Utah
State sire lists updated daily online. 

Go to http://breeding.bloodhorse.

com/sirelists.asp

For stallions that stand, will stand, or stood (deceased) in Utah (exported stallions are excluded), and have runners in North America. Listed below are all available statistics for the Northern Hemisphere through December 2, 2009. 
As supplied to The Blood-Horse by The Jockey Club Information Systems Inc., earnings exclude monies from Japan and Hong Kong. *Foal counts include Southern Hemisphere. Cumulative stakes winners includes all countries.  
(A ¶ indicates a sire represented by his first crop to race).

R
a

n
k

Stallion (Foaling Year, Sire), Farm Standing
2010

Stud Fee
Rnrs/
Wnrs

Stakes
Wnrs/
Wns

Rstrct 
SW/

BT SW (Chief Earner, Earnings)
2009

Earnings

Cumulative

Foals
Stks
Wnrs

*A-E
Index

*Comp
Index

1 WILD ESCAPADE (92, Wild Again) N/A 19/9 0/0 0/0 (Melodic Escapade, $50,170) $192,365 169 1 0.86 0.92
2 MI SELECTO (85, Explodent) N/A 24/5 0/0 0/0 (Some Quick, $57,524) $114,979 *427 7 0.80 1.03
3 HOLY MOUNTAIN (91, Devil's Bag) N/A 6/2 0/0 0/0 (Holy Elegance, $26,950) $60,076 109 2 0.59 0.93
4 VIA LOMBARDIA (IRE) (92, Shardari), Burch Farm $800 14/2 0/0 0/0 (Via Tahoe, $8,362) $43,706 85 1 0.50 0.70
5 PISTOLS AND ROSES (89, Darn That Alarm), W.R. Thoroughbreds $1,000 11/2 0/0 0/0 (Havpistolwiltravel, $7,944) $24,864 154 4 0.62 0.93

*A-E AND COMPARABLE INDEX: The lifetime Average-Earnings Index indicates how much purse money the progeny of one sire has earned, on the average, in relation to the 
average earnings of all runners in the same years; average earnings of all runners in any year is represented by an index of 1.00. The Comparable Index indicates the average 
earnings of progeny produced from mares bred to one sire, when these same mares were bred to other sires. Only 32% of all sires have a lifetime AEI higher than their mares 
Comparable Index.

2009 Leading Sires in Washington
State sire lists updated daily online. 

Go to http://breeding.bloodhorse.

com/sirelists.asp

For stallions that stand, will stand, or stood (deceased) in Washington (exported stallions are excluded), and have runners in North America. Listed below are all available statistics for the Northern Hemisphere through December 
2, 2009. As supplied to The Blood-Horse by The Jockey Club Information Systems Inc., earnings exclude monies from Japan and Hong Kong. *Foal counts include Southern Hemisphere. Cumulative stakes winners includes all 
countries.  (A ¶ indicates a sire represented by his first crop to race).

R
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k

Stallion (Foaling Year, Sire), Farm Standing
2010

Stud Fee
Rnrs/
Wnrs

Stakes
Wnrs/
Wns

Rstrct 
SW/

BT SW (Chief Earner, Earnings)
2009

Earnings

Cumulative

Foals
Stks
Wnrs

*A-E
Index

*Comp
Index

1 MATTY G (93, Capote), El Dorado Farms $3,500 128/56 1/3 0/1 (Greenspirit, $102,100) $1,310,559 *365 11 0.94 1.06

2 TRIBUNAL (97, Deputy Minister) Died, 2008 81/48 4/9 0/4 (Tribal Belle, $329,358) $1,249,737 153 8 0.87 0.81

3 PARKER'S STORM CAT (00, Storm Cat), Gibson Thoroughbred Farm $1,700 68/37 0/0 0/0 (Pagan Cat, $65,239) $889,391 *147 1 0.78 1.27

4 SLEWDLEDO (81, Seattle Slew) Died, 2006 94/46 1/4 0/1 (Ladyledue, $97,010) $846,003 705 42 0.72 0.62

5 HE'S TOPS (93, Seattle Slew), Woodstead Farm $2,500 73/35 2/2 1/2 (Reba Is Tops, $126,112) $697,536 236 10 0.58 0.67

6 YOU AND I (91, Kris S.), Woodstead Farm $2,500 69/32 0/0 0/0 (Talkin to Mom Roo, $128,786) $643,496 *450 16 1.21 1.46

7 CAHILL ROAD (88, Fappiano), El Dorado Farms $3,500 82/32 2/1 1/2 (Wasserman, $76,400) $571,131 *543 29 1.09 1.22

8 PETERSBURG (86, Danzig) Died, 2006 43/26 2/2 1/2 (Midwesterner, $60,840) $398,519 333 22 0.68 0.58

9 FREE AT LAST (89, Wild Again), El Dorado Farms $1,500 59/23 1/1 1/1 (Have'n a Wild Time, $41,190) $358,379 387 23 0.59 0.79

10 MATRICULE (94, A.P. Indy), Allaire Farms $1,500 44/22 2/3 1/2 (Quinalt, $58,831) $352,675 159 3 0.36 0.51

*A-E AND COMPARABLE INDEX: The lifetime Average-Earnings Index indicates how much purse money the progeny of one sire has earned, on the average, in relation to the 
average earnings of all runners in the same years; average earnings of all runners in any year is represented by an index of 1.00. The Comparable Index indicates the average 
earnings of progeny produced from mares bred to one sire, when these same mares were bred to other sires. Only 32% of all sires have a lifetime AEI higher than their mares 
Comparable Index.
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Triple Digit Beyer winner of the Grade 3 

Berkeley Breeders’ Cup Handicap, going 

one mile in 1:334∕5–only 4∕5 off the track 

record, beating G1SW & Millionaire 

TASTE OF PARADISE and G3SW 

YOUGOTTAWANNA ($729,127).

Graded Stakes Winner of � ve races and $242,593.

By Grade 1 Breeders’ Cup Classic SW AWESOME 

AGAIN, sire of 22 Graded SWs including Grade 1 

Breeders’ Cup Classic SW GHOSTZAPPER (Eclipse 

Champion), Grade 1 Breeders’ Cup Distaff SW GIN-

GER PUNCH (Eclipse Champion), Grade 1 Breeders’ 

Cup Juvenile SW WILKO, Grade 1 Breeders’ Cup 

Distaff SW ROUND POND, etc.

Out of a MEADOWLAKE full sister to Grade 1 

Breeders’ Cup Juvenile Fillies/Eclipse Champion 

MEADOW STAR ($1,445,740).

2010 Fee: $2,000

($200 Booking Fee, balance due when foal stands and nurses)

 

Graded Stakes Winner
By Breeders’ Cup Classic Winner

Out of a Full Sister to Champion 2YO

(Awesome Again – Retiro Park, by Meadowlake)
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28799 Highway 145 • Madera, California 93638
Cal Fischer, Owner/Manager

PH (559) 674-5090 •Fax (559)  674-7329
jillmadera@aol.com • www.MaderaTB.com

Breeding • Boarding • Lay-ups
Sales Prep & Representation

160 Acres of Irrigated Pasture • 28 Turnout Pens
3 Barns • Stallion & Breeding Facilities

mailto:jillmadera@aol.com
http://www.MaderaTB.com
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colt now named Echo Tango out of her to 
GoldMark Farms last year for $200,000. 
That sale didn’t run perfectly smoothly, 
however.

“We get to Fasig-Tipton with this beauti-
ful Medaglia d’Oro colt—my first big year-
ling,” said Don Ameche III. “I’m nervous 
as all get-out. And then right in the middle 
of the bidding on the colt, there’s a 100% 
power outage. Every light, everything. I 
look over at Bert, and he shrugs and says, 
‘I don’t know, I’ve never seen this happen 
before.’ The lights are out for 10 minutes 

and there’s my horse standing there. But 
we finally got him sold.”

Ameche owns five of the mares in part-
nerships with a combination of his sister, 
Welker, and a colleague at Oracle, Hayden 
Noriega. The one mare he owns whole is 
Song and Danz, whom he purchased in 
2007 for $72,000 while she was carrying 
Necessary Evil. 

“We were planning to go to $70,000 for 
her, but I called Don and said that I liked 
her,” remembered Welker.

“I know what the code words are now,” 
Ameche said. “When Bert says he really 
likes one, that means I’ve got to give a lit-
tle more. There are people in this business 
for 40 years that never win a stakes race, 
and here we’ve got one who has produced 
a stakes winner already. It’s just terrific. 
When Necessary Evil won the Juvenile 
Championship at Hollywood, that was a 
fantastic day for us. And it’s the mare’s 
first foal.”

Ameche has a yearling Bandini filly 
out of Song and Danz, and an Any Given 
Saturday weanling colt. The mare is back 
in foal to that stallion.

Ameche co-owns First Song, a Rahy 
mare purchased in 2008 at Keeneland 
November. First Song has a weanling 
Exchange Rate filly and is in foal to Law-
yer Ron. Noriega and Ameche co-own 
Babe inthewoods, a Woodman mare also 
purchased in November 2008. Babeinthe-
woods has produced stakes-placed Mys-
tic Wood, a colt by Forest Wildcat, and is 
also in foal to Laywer Ron.

Hurryupandwait, a Boundary mare, 
and Especially Me, by Coronado’s Quest, 
round out the Ameche broodmare band. 
Especially Me is in foal to Medaglia 
d’Oro.

Although he has committed a good 
piece of change to his Thoroughbred op-
eration, Ameche sees it as a labor of love 
compared to his job at Oracle.

“I work in a high-stress environment in 
a very large and powerful corporation,” 
he noted. “There is nothing like throwing 
that suit on the bed of the hotel when I 
get to Lexington and looking for the first 
horse pile I can step in.”

His father chimed in, “Don’t let him 
fool you. He was working it as soon as 
he hit town. While he was waiting for his 
suitcase at the airport, he was trying to 
sell a horse to the guy next to him.”

“This is an oasis for me,” Don Ameche 
III noted. “It’s such a different place after 
calling on CFOs and COOs of major cor-

porations. I love my job, but coming here 
is just fantastic.”

Welker relishes his role with the opera-
tion as well. “We all know some owners 
can be difficult,” he said, “but these folks 
are like family. It’s a pleasure working for 
them. I’ve had some bad phone calls that 
I’ve had to make to them, and it’s always 
‘Carry on.’ You don’t get that from every-
one. It’s refreshing. They don’t gripe, and 
we’ve never had issues. If it’s bad news, 
we tell it and go on, and try and enjoy the 
good times. It’s hard to beat guys like this; 
they’ll spoil you.”

Added Ameche, “It’s a fantastic part-
nership. I’ll stay with Bert sometimes 
when I come to town, and his patience 
in terms of mentoring me and teaching 
me, it’s so valuable to me. He walks me 
through it all, and in five years I may 
have learned some things, but not nearly 
enough about this business yet. I’m not in 
this just to write checks and see if we can 
make money. The whole journey is great, 
and I appreciate the way he handles it.” 

Ameche said he will go through a cata-
log and pick out 40-50 horses that make 
sense to him. Welker will then whittle 
that down to a couple he feels are reason-
able. “I can read a page now, and maybe 
I’m dangerous because of that,” said 
Ameche with a laugh. “I’m into it, and I’m 
trying to learn.

“I put together a five-year business plan 
when I started. The plan was to buy a 
mare a year, and we’ve been a little more 
aggressive than that. The plan was also to 
sell a baby for $100,000 and we did that 
by the third year. So my goal for the next 
five years is to get eight-10 mares, have a 
couple of racehorses, and sell a baby for a 
million dollars.”

Without missing a beat, Welker chimed 
in, “Can that last one be cumulative?”

Judging by the fun these folks are hav-
ing, they wouldn’t want to be trading 
places with anybody. 

JIM HURST

800.866.2361 ext. 6778; 

or 859.276.6778

jhurst@BloodHorse.com

Reserve Your Space Now! For the Next

West Coast Regional Advertising Section
Advertising in The Blood-Horse Regional Advertising Section gives you a special

opportunity to showcase your farm, services, or stallions to a targeted audience.

NEXT
 West Coast 
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ISSUE
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Call for details! 

The more you schedule, 
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(continued from page 4580)

“The reason I'm in the horse business is my dad; 

the reason I've stayed in it and started to have 

some success is because of my friend Bert Welker.”
D O N  A M E C H E  I I I 

mailto:jhurst@BloodHorse.com


SPENSIVE’S Racetrack Accomplishments

• Graded-Placed Stakes Winner of $313,557

• Stakes Winner and Stakes Placed in 5 starts at 2

•  Stakes Placed at 3 in both the Grade II San Rafael Stakes 

and the Winstar Derby

•  Defeated Graded Stakes Winner TEN MOST WANTED, 

third to EMPIRE MAKER and MAN AMONG MEN

SPENSIVE’S Racehorse Pedigree

•  By PONCHE, multiple stakes winner of 16 races 

and $427,086.

•  Grandson of TWO PUNCH, perennial leading sire 

with $2 million in progeny earnings for

15 consecutive years!

•  Sire line of outstanding racehorses and current 

sires SMOKE GLACKEN & FISTFITE.

•  Dam is 100% producer of 8 foals to race, 

ALL winners!

2010 Fee: $2,500 live foal guarantee
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PONCHE – OPERATE QUICK, 

BY DR. SCHWARTZMAN 17.2 HANDS RACETRACK 

SUCCESS = 

The Best 

Predictor 

of a 

Successful 

Sire!

Owner: Y-Lo Racing Stables, LLC

Inquiries to Lolita P. Raquiza, 3747 Alomar Dr., 

Sherman Oaks, CA 91423.

Phone (818) 981-1267 – Mobile (818) 259-3224. 

Fax (818) 907-8520 – lraquiza@sbcglobal.net

Standing at BALLENA VISTA FARM       

Ramona, California

www.ballenavistafarm.com ©Photobysparks.com

mailto:lraquiza@sbcglobal.net
http://www.ballenavistafarm.com
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